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I N a plcafarit but retired fituation, at the 
extremity of a healthy village, refided Mrs. 
Corbet, 'svho Tinc^ the death of her hulband 
(the late reftor of the parifh) had been necef- 
fitated to exert thofe talents flie poffefled 
both from nature and education, in the in- 
ftru6lion of a dated number of pupils, whom 
(he confidered rather as her children than 
her fchdlars, and in whofe impravemeitt all 
her wiflies were now concentered. She 
fliared their pleafures, foftened their anicir 
eties, rewarded their virtues, puniflied their 
errors Z'-^but her pnnilhments^ werel>y no 
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means a{ter the ufual mode ; the aggrefTors 
were neither denied their meals, nor put to 
ftudy leflbns whofe length gave them a ha- 
tred to learning ; they were {imply debarred 
the company of their matesi and excluded 
the pleafurable fociety that commonly drew 
round the governefs on the clofe of evening, 
to liften to the inftruftive tales which (he fre- 
quently gratified them by relating. The 
number of her pupils were twelve, namely 

Mifs Charlotte Selwyn, aged fifteen. 

Mifs Lucy Selwyn.herfifter, three years 
younger. 

Mifs Mary Ulfter, fourteen. 

Mifs Frances Wharton, thirteen* 

Mift Jane Baldwin, eleven, 

Mife Caroline Beaver, ten. ' 

Mifs Harriet Bennet, Jikewife ten* 

Mifs Emma Calcraft, nine* 

Mifs Ann Seagoe, eighth 

Mifs Eliza Melville, fieven. 

'Mifs.Sojdiia Wehtworth, feven, 

j^ifs Maria Sawbridge, fix^^ ,^ 
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On a frofty winter evening, having 
performed their exercifes to the faiisfaftion 
£>i their governefs, and played until they 
were almoft' weary, they drew round the 
chearful fire, where (he was fitting, contem- 
plating with pieafure on their innocent 
xnirth and fprightly aftivity, and whifper* 
ing for fome time, at length fent Mifs Ben- 
net with a requeft to their governefs^ A 
fbort curtefy preluded ber fpeech — *• Ah, 
Madam/' faid fhe, •* if you would be fo 
good as totell us one of thofe pretty ftories 
that ufed to delight us, you know not how^ 
much we ihall all be obliged to you." 

" Willingly my love," returned flie, " on 
dns condition ;---that you all give me in fu- 
ture as much fatisfadion as you have done 
to-day.. I will then relate to you the tale of 
Almalic and HalTan, or the Road to Happi- 
pefs," 
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FIRST EVENING 



ALMALIC AND HASSAN, 

OR 

THE ROAD TO HAPPINESS. 



V-/MAR the hermit of the mountain Au* 
bukabis, which rifes on the eaft of Mecca, 
and overlooks the city, found one evening 
a man fitting penfive and alone, within a 
few paces of his cell, Omar regarded him 
with attention, and perceived tliat his looks 
were wild and^hagg^rd, and that his body 
was feeble and emaciated: the man alfo 
feemed to gaze ftedfaftly on Omar, but 
fuch was the diftraftion of his mind, tha^ 
his eye did not immediately take cognizance 
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of its objeft. In the moment of recollect 
tion he fiaitcd as from a dream, covered 
bis face in confulion, and bowed himfelf 
to the ground. 

" Son of affliaion,'* faid Omar, «* who 
2in thou, and what is thy diftrefs ?'* " My 
name," replied he, " is Haffan, and I am 
a native of this city : the angel of advcr-» 
fity has laid his hand upon me ; and the 
wretch whom thine eye compaflionates, 
thou canft not deliver." — " To deliver 
Ihee," faid Omar, " belongs to him only, 
from whom we ihould receive with Immii* 
lity both good and evil ; yet hide not thy 
life from me; for the burden which I 
cannot remove, I may at leafl: enable thee 
to fuftain," Haffan fixed hi* eyes upon 
the ground, and rei^ained fome time filent ; 
then fetching a deep figh, he looked upor\ 
the hermit, and thus conipliied with his 
re^ueft. 
. *♦ It is now fix years, finqc our mighty 
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hxd Caliph AlnudiCf whofe memory » 
blefied, firft came privately to wosfliip in 
fte temple of the holy city. The bleffings 
which he petitioned of the prophet, as the 
prophet's vicegerem, c was diligent to dif- 
penfe; ia the intervals of his devotion, 
therefore, he went about the city, relieving 
diflrefs and reftraining oppref&on : the wi<* 
dow fmiled under his protection, and the 
weaknefs of age and infancy waS' fuftaine J 
by his bounty. I, who dreaded no evil 
but fickncfs, and expefted no good beyond 
the reward of my labour, was finging at 
my work, when Almalic entered my dwell- 
mg. He looked round with a fmile of 
complacency; perceiving that though it 
was mean it was neat, and that though it 
was poor I appeared to be content. A» 
his habit was that of a pilgrim, I hs^ened 
to receive him with fuch hofpitality sm waf 
in my power; and my cheer fulnefs was 
mbtr increaied than retrained by his pre. ^ 
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fence. After he had accepted* fome coffee 
he a(ked me many quefiions, and though 
by ray anfwers I always endeavoured to 
^xeite him to mirth, yet I f ereeived that 
he grew thoughtful^ and eyed me with a 
placid but £xtd Isttteiitioh. I fufpefled 
tliat he had foflife knowledge of me, and 
tlierefore enquired his country and iiia 
name." ^ * 

«, Haffan/* fad he, " I have raiifed thy 
curiofity and it flial! be fatisfied ; lie who 
now talks with th^ is Almalic the fove« 
reign of the faithful, whofe ftat is the 
throne of Medina, and whofe cofltmiflSoni 
is from above." Thefe words ilruck me 
dumb with aftonifliment, though I had fome 
doubt of their truth : but Almalic throwing 
back his garment, difcovered fefe peculi- 
arity of his veft, and put the royal fignet 
upon his finger. I then ftarted up, and 
was about to proftrate myfelf before him, 
kit he prevented me. " Haflan,'* faid he, 
; . B ^ u a -« forbear 
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•' forb^Jir.: thou art greater than I, and 
from the^.l^ve at once derived humility 
andwifdom-*' I anfwered,— " Mock not 
thy fjsryaiit, who is bat a worm before 
thee; life and death. are jn thy hand, and 
happinefs $ind mifery are }tbe daughters of 
thy will," «' Haflin/' be replied. '• I 
can tipoth^rwif^ giy^ )ifc or happinefs 4haa 
by not taking them away : thou art tbyJilf 
beyc^ Ihe rea^h of my bounty, and pof- 
feffed pf felicity whicl^ I C2^ neith^ com* 
jnunicajtc npr obtain* My influence over 
Dther;$ fijis nvy bofom' with pcrp^ual fplici- 
lude ai)d gnxiety; ^nd ,yct ^ly Influence 
pver ot^#S; ;e;5ct^nds pply tp their voices, 
wherii]^^ ;]^ would reward or puiyft-. ^y 
the bowiflri;^ Jean] rfprefs yio^jenpe and 
fraud ; aqfj by the delegation of power, I; 
can trafisfer the infatiablc wiQips of aywcc^ 
?in4 ambition from one objeft. to another ^ 
)3ut with refp^a to Vi^ue, I am impotent; 
f f J CPt^ld reward it, I would reward it in 
'-..'!'• ^ ' thee' 



ALMALIC AND HASSAK. 



thee. Thou art content, and haft there- 
fore neither avarice nor ambition : to exalt 
thee, it would deftroy the fimplicity of thy 
life, and diminifh that happinefs which I 
have no power either to increafe or con- 
tinue." He thenrofe up, and commanding 
jne not to-difclofe his fecret, departed. 

As foon as I recovered from the con- 
fufion and aftonilhment in which the Caliph 
left me, I began to regret that my beha- 
viour had intercepted his bounty; and 
accufed that ch^erfulnefs of folly, which 
was the concomitant of poverty and labour* 
I now repined at the obfcurity of my 
flation, which my former infenfibility had 
perpetuated; I negle£led my labour, be« 
caufe I defpifed the reward ; I fpent the 
day in idlenefs, forming romantic projeQs 
to recover the advantages which I had loft ; 
and at night, inftcad of lofing myfelf in 
that fweet fleep, from which I ufpd to rife 
with new health, chcerfulneft, and vigour, 
B * . a v^X4i:camt 
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I dreamt of rplendid habits and a numerous 
retinue, of gardens, palaces, eunuchs and 
Women, and waked only to regret the 
illttfiont that had Vanifhed. My health 
was at length impaired by the inquietude 
vf my mind; I (bU all my moveables for 
fubfifleUce, and reilbrved only a matrafs^ 
upon which I fometime lay from one night 
to another* 

In the firft moon of the following year, 
the Caliph came again to Mecca, with the 
iame fecrecy, and for the fame purpofes. 
He W8S wilting once more to fese the man, 
whom he confidered as deriving felicity 
irwm l^felf. Bm he found me not frng* 
ffkg A vmy work, ruddy with health, and 
Vitid with cheetfiilnels ;' bot pale and 
<deie3;ed, fitting on tiie ground, and chew- 
ing opium, iwhich contributed to fubftitute 
the phamonas of imagination' for the realitiet 
^ greamels* He entered with a kind of 
joyful im^atknctt in bia couatcnaacek 
u,g.z.aov^v.wx= which 
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whidi the ipoment 1^ .^eh^ me» waf 
changed ^o ^ mixture of w,oxi4er and pity* 
I ha4 olten yfiSf^d for ?AQ<tier ^gpportui^tity 
tp addrefs the Caliph f)ret I wap cqs^^ 
founded at his prpfence, and throwing 
myfelf at his feet, I 'laid my hand upon 
ipy }ica4, aijd was fpccchlefs. " Haflan,*^ 
fai4 hc> " what canft thou have loft, whofc 
wealth was ^he labour of thy own hand? ; 
^nd what C9n have made thee fad, the fpring 
of wholie jioy was in thy own bofom? 
yfhat evil hath befallen thee? fpeak, anc} 
if I e^n rempve it, thou art b^py." . ^ 
yf9S now eficouraged to look up ; and % 
replied, — " Let, my lord forgive the prcjh 
fumption of his fervant, who prather thai^ 
f tter a falihood would be dumb for ever, 
I am become wretched by the lofs of that I 
liever poSefled; thou haft raifed wifties 
which indeed il.am not wofthy thou (hould^ 
^ latisfy ; but why fliould it he though^, 
that h^ who was happy in pbfcurity ^n^ 
B6 indigene'* 
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. Wlrtm I fiqifhcd this: fpeech, Alm^Hc 
ftood fothe nioiiients in -Ifufpenfe, and X 
continucil proftiite before bim. " Haflan/' 
faid he, ** I perceive not with indignation 
but regret, that I miftook thy charafter : I 
how difc over avarice and ambition in thy 
heart, which lay torpid only becanfe their 
objefts were too remote to roufe them. I 
cannot theref6re inveft thee with authority,' 
becaufe I would not fubjeft my people i6 
oppreffion; and becaufe I would not be 
compelled to punifli thee for crimes which 
X firft enabled thee to commit. But as I 
have taken from thee that which I cannot 
reftore, I will at leaft gratify the wilhes I 
excited, leaft thy heart accufe me of in* 
juftice, and thou continue a ftranger to 
'thyfelf.' Arife, therefore, and follow me." 
I fpran^' from the ground as it were with 
*tb0 win^s of an eagle; I kiifed the hem 
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of 'his garment in an extafy of gratitude and 
joy ; and when I went out of my houfe, 
my heart leapt as if I had efcaped from 
the den of the lion. I followed Almalic 
to the caravan fera in which he lodged ; and 
after he had fulfilled his Vows, hef took me 
with him to Medina. He gj«ive me an 
apartment in the Seraglio ; I was attended 
by his own fervants ; my provifions were 
fent from his own table; and I received 
every week^ fum from his treafury, which 
exceeded the moft romantic of my cx- 
peftations. But I fbon difcovered that no 
dainty was fo tafteful,. as the food to which 
labour procured an appetite; no flumbers 
fo fweet, as thofc which wearinefs invited ; 
and no time fo well enjoyed, as that in 
which diligence is expefting it's reward* 
I remembered thefp. enjoyments with re- 
gret; and while I was fighing in the mtdft 
of fuperfluiiies, which though they encum- 
tiered life, yet I could not give up, they 
wcre fuddcnly taken away. 
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Almalic, in the midft of the glory of his 
kingdom, and in the full vigour of hi^ 
life, expired fuddenly ia the bath; fuch 
thou knoweft was (the deftiny which the 
Almighty had writtca upon his head. 

His fon Aububeker^ who fucceeded 
to the throne, was incenfed againft me, by 
fome who regarded me with contempt; 
and he fuddenly withdrew my penfion, 
and commanded that I fliould be expelled 
from the palace; a command which my 
enemies executed with fo much rigour, 
that within twelve hours I found myfelf ii| 
the ftrects of Medina, indig«it and friend- 
lefs, expofed to hunger and derifion, with 
all the habits of luxury, and all the fenfi. 
bility of pride. O! let not thy heart 
defpife me, thou whom experience has not 
(aught, that it is mifery to lofe that which it 
IS not happinefs to polTc^s. O! that; fo^ 
me, this leflbn had not been written on 
the tables ci jprovidcncel I have travelled 
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from Medina to Mecca, but . I cannot fly 
from royfelf. How different are the ftates 
in which I have been placed ! the ren^m* 
brance of both is bitter i for the pkafartf 
of neither can rctur js/' 

HafTan having thus ended hii ftory^ 
imote hk hands together; and looking up^ 
ward, burit intd tears* 

Oraar» hivittg waited till his agony wa* 
jift, went to him j and taking him by the 
hand, — " my fon," faid he, " more is yet 
in thy power than Al malic could give, of 
Aububekej take away. The leffoA of thy 
life the prophet has in mercy appointed sne 
to explain. 

•« Thou waft once content with poverty 
, and labour, only becaufe they were become 
habitual, and cafe and affluence were placetl 
beyond thy hope ; for when eafe and af- 
fluenee approached theie, thou waft content 
with poverty and labour no more. That 
lurhich then became the objeft was alfo the 
^ g , . v^v,..^,t>oun''' 



1$ ALMALICK AND HASSAN. 

bouod of thy hope ; and he whofe utmoft 
hope is difappointed muft inevitably be 
wretched. If thy fupreme defire had been 
the delights of ^aradife, and thou hadft 
believed that by the tenor of thy life thefe 
delights .had be^ fecured, as more could 
not have been given thee, thou wouldeft 
have more patiently waitfsd for the moment 
of death. The content which was once en- 
joyed was but, the lethargy of the foul ; 
9nA (he diftruft M^hi^h is now fuffered will 
l)ut quicken it to aftion. Depart, there-, 
fore, and be thavnkful for all things; put 
thy truft in Him, who alone can gratify 
the wifli of reafon, and fatisfy. the foul 
with good : f x thy hope upon that portion, 
in comparifon of which the world is as a 
drop of the bucket, and the dull of the 
balance. Return, my fon, to thy labour ; 
thy food fliall be again tafleful, and thy 
reft fhall be fweet : to thy content wilj 
9lfo |>e added ftability, when it depends not 
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Upon that only "which is poffeflfed upon 
earth, but upon that which is expeded- 
in heaven." 

HafS^ upon whofe mind the angel of 
mftrUftion impreffed the coonfw^l of Omor^ 
feiiftened to proflrate himfelf in the teftipk 
of the ptophet. Peae« dawned lipon hit 
mind like the r»diaJM« of the morning & he 
yettmied to his labour wkh cheerfttlnefs; 
hk devotion bec^wne f^vent and hdhitaal ; 
Md the lattef da^^ of HatTan w«re in^pier 
thantbefifft. 



i:\ift frfe %eirtg cfrded, Mifs BMit^iA^ 
iitekihgTlptothefitceof hetttttorefs, MS^ 
^ 'ptity msifkm^ what was the reafon ttf 
!tMflkh'«'Btting on the gfotkid ahtf chewing 
^pitJttxi, 

' •• Cbivring that li^rb, my Jove,**' tepDtd 

%l», Cottett, ^* k tnotfe 'frequelit'ih Ttxf^ 

Itfjr. thm thfe Hfe df tobacco tt Etigintt4^ 
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and as by their religion wine is denied 
them, they frequently intoxicate them^ 
felves with this drug. Sitting' on the 
ground is likcwife the cuftom of the coun- 
try." "Thank, you madam," faid the 
little prattler, " I beg pardon for being fo 
ipquifitive." " You have no reafon my 
dear, for believe me I feel pleafure in 
your remarks, and fliall always be ready 
tp anfwer whatever queflions any of you 
(looking round her,) may prppofe tp me 
in confequencc of the ftories relate^/' 

Mrs. Corbet now difmiffed her young 
auditors, though not till they had exhorted 
a promife from her, of indulging them 
the next evening; either by recounting 
or reading, a tale that flxe purpofed flicmld 
equally tend to their entertainment and 
edification. Accordingly at feven o'clock 
(the time appointed,) the good governcf* 
joined her young pupils, whofe little heads 
wer^ exhi^rated with cheerfulnefs, at the 

cwdefcenfion 
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condefcenfion of their worthy precepirefs, 
who as foon as they were fcated, read 
thexn the following tale. 
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Tie ENGLISH MERCHANT. 



A TALE. 



In my return from the Indies, I had fome 
affairs with a SpaniQi merchant, andr 
while I was managing in one of their fea- 
ports, there came a Spanilh corfair, who 
had taken a rich Turkifli prize, with fe» 
veral Turks and Moors prifoners, whom 
he offered to fell as flaves: I never had 
any traffick of this kind, from any view 
of intereft, but from a motive of com- 
paffion I had purchafed liberty for many a 
mKerabie wretch, to whom I gave freedom 
the moment I paid his ranfom. Among 
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the captives newly taken, there was one 
diftinguilhed by the richnefs of his habit, 
and more by the gracefulnefs of his port t 
He drew all my attention, pf which he 
appeared fenfible, and ftill dirc£kd his 
looks to me: Oar fouls feemed to greet 
one another, as if their intimacy had been 
of long ftanding, and commenced ^ in fome 
pre-exiftent period. There was fotnething 
in the air of this young ftranger fuperior 
to adverfity, and yet fenfible of the prefent 
difadvantage of his fate; while I felt for 
him an emotion, foft as the' ties lof nature, 
and could not but impute it to the fecret 
impricffion of fome intelligent power, which* 
was leading m^ to a height of generofity 
beyond my own intention; and by an 
impulCe of virtue on my foul, direfting it 
to the accompliihment of fpme diftknt and 
unknown defign of Providence; the hea- 
venly inftigation came with a prevailing 
force, and I could not but obey its diQatcs. 

The 
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Thfi price fet on this captive was extrava- 
gantly high, afrid fiitfh as would be a vaft 
difadvantdge id my prefent tfiaira to p«rt 
with: however I liftened to the gentld 
mdnitor within, and paid the coliair his 
full demailds. As foola as I had condu£le4 
the y0uth to my lodgings, I told him be 
was fr^ ; . the price I hai paid was for hi^ 
fjriendQiip and liberty. *' Then you have 
€K>nfined me," replied the gtotle ftranger,i 
** by the moft lading ^ngagfcments ; .1 might 
have broke through any othe^ reftraint ; but 
I am now your Voluntai^y flave, and darC 
trull you with a fecret unknowh to the 
Spahiards* M/ tlima is Orramel, the 
fbii of a wdalthy BalTa in Conftaminople^ 
?ild y<^u may demand what yowpleafe for 
my ranfonik*' ** You will foon be con-» 
Vinced/* faid I, •* there was no mercenary 
intention in this a£Ubn ; the amity I h&ve 
for you is nofele and difmtereftedj it was 
kindkd by a cel^ial fpark> an emanatioa 
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from the divine clemency, and tenninatct 
in nothing below your immortal happinefs : 
and were you inclined to examine thofc 
facred truths which would lead you to that 
felicity, and to (hare my fortune in a free 
and happy nation, the wealth of the Indies 
Aould not buy you frpm my affeftion ; but 
if it is your choiipe.to return to the cuHoms 
and religion of your couiiury, you are ab» 
folutely free without attendmg to any terms 
for your rdeafe*'* With a friendly, but 
dejeSed look, he told me, it was impoffible 
£pr him to difpenfe with his filial obliga* 
tions to an indulgent pajnent ; but he pofl* 
tively rcf^fed his freedom, till he had given 
istelJigeace, land jneceived an anfwer from 
hb father ; which he foon had with a carte 
blanche to me, on which I might make 
my own ^majads for his fon's ranfom. I 
iKeturned it with no other terms, but the 
tiberty of all the chriftian flaves he had in 
bis poflisiSoa ; hoping, t>y this difinterelled 
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conduCl, x,Q leave a conviftion on the mind 
of my young friend in favour of chriftianity. 
It was fome months after he was gone, 
before I couid finUh my negotiation in 
Spatin, but as foon as they were difpatched, 
1 embarked for Holland. We had not 
been a week at fea, before the (hip was 
taken by a Turkifli pirate, and all the men 
in it carried to Conftantinople to be fold as 
flaves: My lot fell to a mailer from whom 
I was like to find moll barbarous treatment ; 
however, I was refblved to endure my 
bondage, till I could give intelligence to 
my friends in England to procure my ran- 
iom; for I was fixed on this, that no 
tiardftip fliould reduce me to give Orramel 
an..^cx>unt of my diftrefs till I was again 
in circumftances.not to need his kindnefs^ 
nor expeft a retaliation of jny own.-- But 
heaven h^d kinder intentions by bringing me 
into this adverfity, nor left me long without 
redrefs. As I was talking in a public place 

to' 
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to one of my fellow flaves, Orramel came 
by; he paffed beyond me, but inftantly re- 
turning, looked on me with great attention^ 
till fome melting forrow dropped from his 
^es. ' When making enqairy of fome that 
were near to whom I belonged, without 
fpeaking a word to me, he flew to my new 
tne^r^ paid his demand for my ranfom, 
and immediately condufted me to his houfe, 
where he welcomed me with the warmeft 
Tkzrkt of affeftion. He fpoke — he paufed 
•'—and was in the greateft perplexity to find 
language fuitable to the fentiments of his 
foul. *' My brother !"faid he, — *« my friend 
•--r-or if there are more facred ties in nature 
and virtue, let me call you by fome gentler 
appellation : We are now united by the bands 
of celeftial amity, one in the fame holy 
faith, and hopes of a glorious. immortality; 
Your charity refeued me from a worfe than 
Spanifli flavery ; from the bondage of vice 
jmdiiiperftition J- yow conduft baniftiedmy 
' •'/ L a y^rejudit^s 
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prejudices to the cfariftum nam/9, and made 
way tW the fintrance of thoh heavenly ^vfihs 
to whicb I now affmt. But ihb is ^ Cecret 
even to my own domeftic«, tod whether 
itich a caMtioa is criminal 1 am not abje io 
determine, 

WiiA irfaat rapturie, vrith wl)»t attention 
did I liften to this IsngUBget t bleQedt}^ 
accents that told me my friend* nay Oinu 
n^el, bad cmbmced the Chriftiw l^^th: m 
Angel's fong would kay^ h^m hk tni^tod^ 
ws; I looked »pwwrd, ;and with » gi»«^eM 
elevation of mind, gfiv^ the glory to tb^ 
fupreutie difpofer of «y bvwnwi (events. The 
iJluftrious Orrw*elffi^ H Ws joy, l^s ftu4y* 
t^ evidence his aiJSpftion; he told ppe hi# 
&iW 4i^d fince w« parted in^paiw, »n4 
that he had left fiye daughters, which he hs^d 
t>y feveral of hi* wives ; he ofifi^red me the 
^ke of hJLS fiAere, if { hiul any thpygh^ 
of ijiarriage, ao^ promised a dowry wi^ her 
tp my own fconfest^ Qn^ qi thw, ,h« Aid^ 

was 
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*wat privately bred a Chriftian by her mo- 
ther, a woman of Armenia; 1 w^ pleafoi 
with the propofal, and impatient to fee my 
fiair miftrefs. In the mead time he made 
toe d prefent of feveral rich habits, and two 
negroes to auend me. The next day he 
condn£led me to a fair lumaier boufe, whi- 
ther he fent for his fiflers ; who were a]l fo 
handfome, that I was diftrefled with my 
■own liberty, nor knew where to chwie, had 
not a principle of piety determined me to 
the young Armenian; who was not fuperior 
in beauty to the reft, but there was a deco- 
rum in her behaviour, which the others 
' iranted. • She had more of the modefly and 
politenefs of the European women, to whom 
you kiiow I was always pjaartis). My choice 
was fixed, apd the more I convcrfed with 
my fair miftrefs, the more reafon I found 
to approve it. We were privately married 
^by a chaplain belonging to the Britifh en- 
Yoy. ' My generous friend gave her a for- 
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tune, which abundantly repaid all niyjoffes: 
and after a prosperous voyage, X fafeijr 
landed in Holland. I have fent you this 
relation as a memorial of my gratitude to 
heaven, whofe clemency has returned me 
more tkan mcafure for meafure, and largely 
recompenfed that liberality it firft infpired. 



A good aftion, my dear pupils, feldora 
gees without a recompenfe, and though it 
even fliould fail in this tranfitory ftate, is 
fure of a permanent reward from that power 
from whom none of pur a6tions are hidden. 
' — But as it is not yet late, and you have 
afted with great diligence in your fchoql 
duties, I will relate to you the Tale, gf 
Haflan, King of Golconda. 
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HASSAN 
KING OF GOLCONDA. 

AN EASTERN TALE. 



It is the peculiar province of wifdom to 
examine with the greateft attention whatever 
ofiFers itfelf, as fit cither to be done or to be 
avoided. Haffan king of Golconda fol- 
lowed this excellent maxim in the mod dif- 
ficult conjunfture that can employ the 
thoughts of an earthly monarch. 

This Ung» who was six Score years old, 
%vas defirous of refighing his empire, and 
fini(bi»g his glorious reign^ by the choice 
of a worthy fucccflbr. He had three fons 
by thtee different women, who were all 
Jiving; each of them pleaded in behalf of 
'. \ he 
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her own fon ; fo that the king, who was 
equally a good hafband and a good father» 
wavered in the mod Cruel uncertainty. 
What (hall I refolve on? faid he to himfelf : 
the laws declare for the eldeft ; my favou- 
rite fultana pleads for the fecond , and I 
myfelf incline for the youngeft% O too 
lovely fultanefs ; I have feft the efiefts of 
your fweet and alluring looks I O thou 
>4^eak nature, that yieMeft to my love! But 
neither of you (hall triumph over the laws ; 
I will ()ie on the throne* that, after my death, 
the laws may decide the controverfy. But 
what? The law$ will decide nothing; a 
cruel war will b^ kindled between njy chiU 
dren; my people will be the viftims of 
their ambition ; and I owe all to my people. 
O beauteous fultanefs! I ought to facrifice 
you, myfelf, ?ind whatever elfe is dear to 
me, to the good pf my fubjefls : I will there- 
fore leave them at liberty to cbufe them«» 
fejves a fovereign. 
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After thefe refe£Hons, he aflembled hit 
viziers, the nobles, and the people. I have, 
faid he to them, one foot on the throne and 
the other in the grave ; but I would, if it 
were poffible, not go down ihtotheabyfsof 
eternity with the crown on my head ; its 
weight oppreffes and weighs rae down/ I 
refign it to you; chufri for yourfelves a 
inafter. At thefe words there appeared in 
all their looks a profound fadnefs. The 
people cried out with one voice, " Live, 
long live the king, our father and our 
friend !" " Be not fo much concerned," in- 
terrupted the king : " you are my bowels ; 
you can fuffer nothing, but I muft feel fo 
great a pain as would Ihorten my days." At 
this they redoubled their cries, and the aged 
monarch himfelf could not refrain from 
tears. ♦* Think no more," faid he, ** on 
what you are' going to lofe ; but confider 
what you have ftill left. The princes my 
.children have all the qualities that make men 
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:gre^t; proclaim which of them you think 
moft worthy to poflefs the throne I refign," 

A profound filence fucceeded tlieir figh^ 
an4 lamentations. The whole al&mbly cad 
their eyes on the throve, and faw the three 
princes fitting on the fteps. They admired 
tach of them ; and not liking one more 
than the other, no man could determine 
which to chufe. Thca the prime vizier.ap- 
proached the throne, and fpoke in this man- 
ner : •* O wife and valiant king ! may he, 
who draws light out of darknefs, and from 
the horrors of the night produces a glorious 
«nd delightful morning, keep you in his 
holy care, and perpetuate your pofterlty! 
Receive with your accuflomed goodnefs the 
.advice of your faithful flave : let each of 
.your three fons reign three days only, and 
we will determine afterwards, fince your 
majelly is pleafed to give us leave. Oqr 
choice then will be founded on judgment; 
far mtn are known, when they are in high 

• u,grazeaDy^ww^<, fortune 
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fortune, and in* wine. The man is truly 
-wife, whom neither the one nor the other 
of them c^n corrupt ? 

This advice of the grand Vizier was fol- 
lowed, and prevailed over the fubtle infi- 
liliations of his three wives, who law all 
their folicitation^ rendered Vain, and their 
projefls confounded. 

Accordingly, the eldeft Prince was . 
cloathed in purple, and took the fceptre of 
government into his hand. His mother 
counfelled him to be affable and liberal, not 
to alter the form of government, and to 
pardon criminals. ** By this means, faid 
Ijie, you will have all the empire for you, 
the king, the nobles, and the people." 

Inftrufiionjs grounded on fuch principles 
feemed to promife a happy iflue. The 
Prince followed them exaflly; but his con- 
duS appeared ftudied and affefled, which 
occafioned fome diftruft. 

The three days of his reign being expired, 
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the fecond Prince afcended the throne* 
His mother gave him oppofite inflru£lions : 
" Depofe, faidlhe, the Vizirs; banifli the 
doftors of the law; raife to the higheft dig* 
nities men of ambitious minds, who, to 
• keep their employments, will vote you the^ 
throne; and, when you are well fettled ia 
it, we will recal the Vizirs and the doSors, 
whofe fidelity the riches which thy ambi* 
^ious minillers fliall ha>^ amaffed, will fervc 
to regain and to reanimate their zeal. 

This mode was followed ; but the people 
dreaded the worfl; that could happen from 
a Prince who pretended to the crown, 
and gave himfelf fo little trouble to delerve 
it. 

Th? king's third fon took upon him, in 
hie turn, the fovereign authority. He would 
have no advice from his mother: *' Far 
though, faid he, I have an infinite refpeft 
for my mother, and even believe that Ihe 
woujd gi^Le xne no advice but what is found- 
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ed on reafon, it would be, at beft, but fu- 
perfluous. The laws are what I will ob- 
ferve ; and what is dark and intricate in 
them our wife Vizirs, and learned doflors, 
all of whom I reftore to their employments, 
will help me to interpret.*' 

Afrer he had fpent the firft day and part 
of the fecond in appointing good judges 
for the people, and old and prudent officers 
over the foldiers, the king, his father, fent 
fome of his doftors to examine and put 
queftions to him in public, and to know if 
he underftood the laws and the art of reign- 
ing. One of the doftors. — " What perfons 
has a king abfolute need of, to be near 
his perfon? ** He has need,'* anfwered 
the prince, " of eight forts; of a pru- 
dent Vizir; of a general; of a good fe- 
cretary, who underftands and can write 
perfeSly well the languages of^ the eaft; 
of a phyfician confummate in the art of 
healing, and in the knowledge of remedies; 

of 
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of karned do£lors to inftruft him throughly 
in the laws ; of dervifes capable of explain- 
ing to him the oblcure points of his religion ; 
and of muficians, who, by the fweetnefs 
of their voices, and the harmony of their 
inftruments, may call back his fpir its, that 
fliill have been diflipated by the application 
he hath giVe;i to affairs of ftate.*' • Another 
doflor faid to him : l^rince, to what do you 
here compare aii emperor, his viceroys, his 
fubje£ls,his empire, and his enemies?*' "An 
empire, anfwered the prince, refembles a 
pafture ground; ah emperor a ftiepherd; 
his fubjefts the^heep; his viceroys the 
fhepherd's dogs; and his enemies the wolves." 
At thefe anfwers of the young prince, the 
old King of Golconda burft into tears of 
joy, and faid within himfelf, " My third 
fon is the moft learned and moft worthy 
of the throne; but before I declare my* 
thoughts, I will know the fentiments of nly 
people.** - ' 

He 
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He publiflied -therefore an order for all 
the iBhabkant^ of the city to i^p^ar, th« 
next morning, in the plain withcmt the w^lk. 
He himfelf came thither, metinted on a fiatc^ 
ly fteed, attended by his three fons and all 
his cotirders ; and ithenlie was in the midff 
of the people, he fps^e thefe Words •* O mf 
faithful fubjefls, my relations, my feno\^ 
citizens I Regard not what I am lo day ;^ n^ 
man is hh than n^ in the fight of that Being 
who created the univerfe* To morrow, 
that is, at the day ..of judgment (which we 
all believe will come) how- many wiU there 
b^ <>f you,, who poflefling :high digmtif^ in 
paradiJf* will rend my garmenu^ and 6y tqr 
m^, * Ol^ I tyrantf wjiat ills didft ^u make 
us fuflfer» during thy hateful reign 1 inftead 
of anfwering your reproaches, I fiijall remain 
m a fhameful filence, and not dare to regard 
your irritated Jooks;." At thefe words the 
good old n^onarcb hid his face, while floods, 
of tears ran trickling down the (urrQws of 
C fci« 
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ins aged cheeks. His fons and his courtiers 
after his example, alfo dropped tears; and 
all tlie people were tranfported with grief 
4nd lamentations. At length the hoary mo« 
narch wiped away his tearsi and proceeded : 
** O my friends ! I am going out of this 
worldt to enter into the palace of eternity ; 
I conjure you to unburthen ray confcience 
of the things you may have to reproach me 
with, to the end that I may not be ill treat* 
ed in my tomb by the evil angels, and that» 
«t their departure, they may leave a daugh- 
ter of paradife to continue with me till the 
day of judgment : and now chufe which of 
my three fons you pleafe to fucceed me." 

AH the people cried out, •* may the days 
of the king laft as long as the world endures ! 
We have nothing to reproach him with : 
may that almighty Being who draws tbfe 
fable curtain of the night, and commands 
the purple rays of the morning to paint the 
fummiu t>f the lofty mountains, be as well 
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iatisfied with him, as we are! As to the 
princes, his fons> let his majefty place which 
of them he pleafes On the throne, we will 
teadily confent, and faithfully obey him. 
But if he abfolutely commands us to tell him 
-irhich of the three we think moll worthy to 
fin his piace» we confefs it is the youngeft." 
After this declaration, the king returned 
to the city, and, being come to the palace, 
gave orders for the coronation of the young- 
eft prince* Every thing being ready, the 
aged king took the young prince by the 
hand, and made him afcend the throne: 
•* O my fon, faid he, take poffeffion of a 
dignity, which I gladly rcfign to you, and 
inrear the crown you fo well deferve. But 
always remember, that you are accountable 
Jboth to the Lord of nature and your coun« 
try, for every a£lion of your life. A mo- 
nrch is bom only for the good of his peo« 
iple. Beware of flattery, it is a rock more 
fital to princesi than thofe hid beneath the 
C a furfacQ 
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furface of the ivaviss are to mariners. Fear 
nothing but your own confcience, and aim 
at nothing but the profperity of the empii^^ 
Then fiiall thy tbr0neJ)eeftabli(hed like the 
everlafting jriountains, and thy virtues be ap- 
plauded in ^e utmoft regions of thecardu 
Kings (hall feek thy friendlhip, and fages 
drink inftruftion from thy mouth.- The 
merchant fhall flourilh under thy proteflion 
and^ the ftranger* fojourn fafely under the 
(hadow of the laws. The hearts of the win- 
dow and orphan Ihall fmg for joy, and the 
mouth of the infant, in lifping accents, dei 
clare thy praife.'* Inmiediately all the peo- 
ple proclaimed him king, and ^11 the nobles 
congratulated him on his afcenfion to the 
crown, praying the Almighty to Ihower down 
bleffings on^ his: reign. 

*• Ah my dear gd^rernefs," feidMifs Mcti 
vHle, ^' how much I admire the young 
prince. But what did the old king mean ? was 
he afr^d of fpirits, that he talked of evil 
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— **^l^c caftcrn nations, -my love, believe 
&at after death they are in the care of good 
TOr bad fpirits, who rewad or puni|h, them 
according to their a3iofl6 while living. — 
You have too much underftanding to give 
into fo weak an idea as that of fpirits, though 
there is undoubtedly as certain a punifhment 
for the wicked as there is a reward for the 
virtuous* — But it grows late, to morrow I 
will relate to you a Perfian ftory on 
Luxury. 
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LUXURY, 

A VERSTuiN STORY. 



OCHAU Abbas, at the beginning of his 
reign, was more, luxurious than became fo 
great a prince: one might have judged of 
the vaftnefs of his empire by the variety of 
difhes at his table ; fome were fent him from 
the Tigris; fome from the Eupluatesj 
others from Oxus and the Cafpian fea» 
One day when he gave a dinner to his no« 
bles, Mahomet AH, keeper of the threa 
tombs, was placed next to the heft difh of 
all the feaft, out of refpeft to the fan3ity 
of his office ; but inftcad of eating heartily, 

to 



LUXURY. 41^ 

he fetched a difmal groan and began weep«> 
ing. Schah Abbas, furprized at his Beha« 
vioor, defired him to explain it to th^ com« 
pany : he would fain have been excufed, 
but the Sophi ordered him on pain of his 
difpleafure to acquaint him with the caufb 
ef his diforder* 

Know then, faid he, O monarch of tht 
earth, that when I law thy table covered ia 
this manner, it brought to my mind a dream, 
or rather^ a vifion which was feht me from 
the prophet whom I f<^rve. On the fevent)i 
night of the moon Rhamazan, I was dtep^ 
ing under the fliade of the facted tombs* 
when methought the holy ravens of the 
fanSuary bore me up on their wings into, 
the air, and in a few moments conveyed 
Vie to the loweil heavens» where the mef* 
fenger of God, on whom be peace, was 
fitting in his luminous tribunal^ to receive 
petitions from the earth* Around him 
ilood iui infinite throng of animals, of every 
C A ^ fpccic$ 
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species and qualitjr, which all joined in pr^- 
ferritiga complaint againft the Scl^ Abbas 
for defiroyixig them wantonly and tyrannic 
ieaily; Wyond what any necciSty could jut 
Ufyt or any natural appetke demand. 

It W2^ ailedged that ten or twelve of them 
were often nuirdered to compofe one difli 
for the nicenefs of thy palate ; fome gave 
their tongues only, totne. their boweis, 
ibnie their fat, others their brains or blood. 
la fliort they declared fiieh iCdnflam Wafte 
was' made of them; thstt Ainleri ailop wa$ 
put to it in^timi^ they QkcfisM peirifli entirely 
by ghattony,: .^hepria^et hearing thi«, 
ient his. brows ahd <ft:dfered fix vultures to 
fetch thee- aliv«;befere him. They ihftahtly 
brought thee to feis^fribiftial, ^herelie tom^ 
ittanded thy ftoiiiac% to be opened, to fefe 
mi^thar k ^is bigger ^^oPiAoite c^padtous 
ahati thofe of othir fnfett ; when it was found 
to be j«ift <rf the coilimdn fia**, he periiiittcd 
tU the animals to inake reprifals oh tht 

body 
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l>ody-iof their dcftroyer : but before pne ia 
ten thoufand could get at thee> every* par« 
tide of it was devoufed ; fo ill proportiboed 
mas the offender to the offence. 

This ftory made fuch an imprcflion on 
the Sophi, that he would- not fuffer above 
one difh of meat to be brought to his table 
ever after. 



** By this, my dear children, you may- 
learn to avoid <the odious vice of gluttony, 
and that thofe who give into it, are only 
worthy to be claffed with brutes; as inor- 
dinate eating or drinking debafes every 
nobler fentiment of the foul ; and renders 
us alternately ftupid, vicious and wicked/* 

*' Tis very early yet jnadam, faid Mifs 
Beaver, and I hope we have none of us, by 
any fault, deferved the punifhment of being 
excluded the indulgence you taught us to 
expcfl/' ** I have no fault to find with 
C 5 any 
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any of you, my dear pupils/* faid Mrs. Cor-» 
bett, " and (hall therefore continue to amufe 
you till the hour of retirement. I will now 
relate two inftances of Reproof, in one 
little ftory I lately read/* 
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REPROOF. 



i* It requires a certain greatnefs of foul 
to TCpTOve without pride and to receive it 
without a fecret indignation. Among pri- 
vate men, itdeftroys friendlhijp; and among 
the grea, whoever attempts to undeceive 
them runs the hazard of their difjpleafure; 
Philip of Macedon, whofe virtues rendered 
him as coiifpicuous as his crowfi, as he was 
going on an expedition, was ftopt by an old 
woman, who demanded of him to rehear 
a caufe in which (he bad been injured : G<» 
woman, faid he^ I am not at leifure; I£ 
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yoii arc not at leifurc to do j uftice; replied 
fliej why do you not lay afide being king ? 
Philip upon this flopped, examined the affair, 
and redreffed her grievance. A Spanifh 
merchant on the cdarfl of Africa having been 
plundered by one of the late Muley Molock's 
alcades, threatened to demand juftice, but 
was obliged to take refuge among the woods. 
Some months after Muley paffed that way 
with his court, the merchant went direftly 
toHhe road, fcized the bridle of Muky'^ 
Jiorfe, and demanded juiltce.againft the aU 
eade who had wxxmged htm^ Muley, afio- 
niSted at his boldcidfs^ aiked him if be knew 
who be was? ■** I knt>w, iaid the Spaniard, 
that thou art an^ emperor of .Morocco, and 
I know th^efore that it betx>xiieth tbe<g to do 
toe right. Muley «a!lled for the Alcudi?; and 
finding htm guitty, commanded Mm inflantly 
lo^be^atfed, ordcrifif ihj^ ratr chant tare- 
feeive a triple retompencc outof his^e3s{ 
4nd a^ he *w%s wkbdnuvin^i - the ^prince re- 
* . . '.f J ,. . proachod 
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preached the meannefs of his courtiers, by 
faying to them, Behold a Man, 

True greatnefs is never fo amiably dif* 
played, as when it reprefles the arrows of 
adverfity or adminiilers juftice to the difir^ 
fed. 

" Your ftories are very entertaining, 
my dear govemcfs, and you are very good 
to relate them,'* faid Mifs Sawbridge ; but 
I have fometimes heard fuch pretty ftories 
of bpys and girls, birds and bealis,— ^Ah 
madam \ I wifli you could favour us with 
one of them. 

" I know not," anfwered Mrs Corbett, 
** whether I C^n exaftly fuit you, but as you 
jure a very good girl, I will lilate one con* 
(rerning thr6e. little filh^s/* 
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THREE LITTLE PISHES. 

A TALE. 



On the fide of a hill, ran a clear river 
in which lived three filvcr trouts, the 
prettiefl little fiflies that ever were feen. 
Now God took a great liking to thefe 
filver trouts, and let them want for notMng 
that fuch little fifiies could have oecafion 
for. But two of them grew fad and dif* 
contented ; the one wiihed for this tbinff» 
and the other for that, and neither of them 
could take pleafure in any thing becaufe 
tliejr were always wanting fomething they 

kad 
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bad not. You will alfow this was very 
naughty in thofe two trouts, for God had 
been excfe^ingly kind; they bad every 
thing fit for them, and were/ never de-r 
barred what appeared for their good; but 
inftead of thanking him for all his care 
and kindnefs, they blamed him in their 
own minds for xefufing them any tbing 
their filly fancies were fet upon ; in lhort» 
there was no end of their wiihing, and 
longing, in their hearts, for what they had 
not ; this at laft fo provoked the Almighty. 
tlMtf he was refolved to puniQi them by 
granting their defires, and make the folly 
of thofe two little ftubbom trouts, an ex. 
ample to all the fooliih fi(h in the world. 

For this purpofe he called out to the 
three filver trouts, and told them they fliould 
have whatever they , wiflied for. 

The eldeft of thefe trouts was very proud 
and wanted to be fet up above ^11 other 
little fiflies. «• May it pleafe your Great- 
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ucfe," faid hfe, " I miift be free to tell you, 
I do nol at ail like the way in which you have 
placed mt. Here you have fixed me in a 
j)oor narrow and* troublefome riveTi where 
I am ftraiteoed on the right fide^ and on 
the left, and can neither get down into the 
ground, nor up into the air« nok- do any 
one thing I have a mind to. I am not fo 
blind bttt I can* fee how kind ^uid bountiful 
you can be io otbb:$» Your favourite little 
hix&i can fly this way> and that, or mount 
up to the vfery heavens, aild^do whatever 
thfey pleafe, b'ecaufe you have given them 
win^s. Give nk fuch wings as you have 
given them." ' 

His wift fvas granted; he felt the wingi 
gh)wirjg irohi either fidb, and in a minute 
bS fptead' them abroad and rofe out ,of the 
water : At firft he found a wonderful plea^ 
furc in being able to fly; he mounted into 
the air aljcve the clouds, and looked down 
with fcorn on all the fiflie^ in the world. 
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He now refolved to travel far and wide ; 
he flew over rivers, and meadows, woods 
and mountains, -till growing faint with 
hunger and thirft, his wings began to fail 
him and he thought it heft to come down 
to get fome refrefliraent. 

The little fool did not confider that he 
was now in a ftrange country, and many 
a mile from the" fweet river where he was 
born and bred ; when he came down he 
happened to light among dry fands and 
rocks, where there was not a bit to eat 
nor a drop to drink : he lay fairit and tired, 
unable to rife, gafping, fluttering, and 
beating himfelf againft the ftones, till at 
length he died in great pain and mifery. 

The fecond filver trout, though he wae 
not fo high minded as the firft, yet did not 
want for conceit enough, and was a narrow 
hearted and felfifli liule fiih, who provided 
he himfelf was fafc, did not caurc what be- 
came of all olher fiibes, 
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*** May it pleafe your Honour/' faid he, 
•* / don't wilh, not I, for wings to fly out 
of the water and to ramble into ftrangp 
places where I do not know what may 
become of rae : I lived contented and happy 
enough till the other day, when, as I got 
un4er a cool bank from tlie heat of the 
fun, I'faw a great rope coming down ioto 
the water, and it failened itfelf I don't 
know how about the gills of a little fifli, 
that was bafking befide me, and he was 
lifted out of the water ftruggliog and work- 
ing in great pain, till he was carried I 
knpw «t>t where, quite out of my fight. 
} tjibught in my own mind that this evil 
fome time" or othfer migln happa^ io myfelf, 
my hfeart' trembled within toe, and I have 
been Very fad and difconlcnted eVcr finc<. 
'Wiiat I d«fir« of 'you 16, that yoa will 
:tdll me tbt meafiiiHg of this,, and ©fail 
thp other dangers let wlaA you have fub- 
jeSed us poor littjte mortii §Omr for 
. '>. Lnc,™z=aov^v.w^^. "'then 
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then rlKaTF^aTe Pea&'^effiOiigh to 

of my own iafct)% and I am very well «bl« 

i9 provide for ioj own living." 

Immediately bis imderfianding was en* 
lightened : he knew the nature and mean- 
ing of fnares, nets, hooks, lines, and of . 
all the dangers to which fuch little trouts 
could be liafoie. 

At firft he greatly rejoiced in tbh know- 
ledge, and laid to himfeif, Now farely 
I (hall be the happieft of all fifties ; for, 
as I underftand and am forewarned of every 
mifchicf that can come near me, Vm fure 
1 love myielf too well, not to keep out 
of barms way. 

From 1^ time forward he xook care not 
tp go into any deep holes, for feactiiat a 
pike or feme other huge, fifli migbt be 
there, who would make nothipg vof fwallow* 
ing him at oi^e^lp. He alfo kept away 
from the ftallow places, efpecially in hot 
woithcr, Itaft the fw IhouW dry the* up 
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and not leave him water enough to fwim 
in, ' When he faw the Ihadow of a cloud 
coming and moving upon the river ; ** here 
are the fiflxermen,** faid he, " with their 
oets«'* and immediately got on one fide, 
and fltulked under th^ banks, where he 
kept trembling till the . cloud was pafi« 
Again when he faw a fly fkimming on the 
water, or a worm coming down the ftream, 
he did not dare to bite, however hangry 
he might be : " no no," faid he, <* my 
honeil frTends I am not fuch a fool as that 
comes to ; go your way and ^empt them 
who know.no better, who are not aware 
that ypu may lerve as baits to. fomc 
treacherous hook that lies hid for the 
deftru£lion of thofe ignoratit and filiy 
trouts that are not on their guard." . . 

Thus did this over careful trout keep 
himfelf in continual . frights and alarms ; 
and -could neither e^^ drink, nor fleep 
in peace, leaft fome joifcbief flioyld be at 
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kand. He daily, grew poorer ; for he pined 
awny vrith hunger, and (ighed himrelf 16 
(kin and bohC) till wafted almoll*to nothing 
with care aiid melancholy, he at laft died* 
(for fear of dying) the mo^ miferable of 
deaths. 

When the youngeft Giver trout was 
afked what he wiflied for, " Alas," faid 
this little trout,. ** you know I am but a 
very foolifli and good for nothing fiJJi, 1 
don^t know what k good or bad for me» 
•nd I wander how I cjime to be worth 
bringing into the world. But if I muit 
wiih for fomething, it is that you would 
do with me what you think beft : I (hall be 
pleafed to liw or die even juft as you 
would have me." 

As foon as this little filver trout had 
made this prayer in his good and humble 
heart, God took great care of him becaufe 
he trufted himfelf wholly to his love 
and pleafure, and was always with him : 

n T ^^ 
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be put contentment into his mind and jay 
into bis heart ; this little trout Oept 
always in peace, and awaked in gladnefs ; 
whether he was full, or hungry, or 
whatever happened to him^ he v^s ftill 
pleafed and thankful, and was the happieft 
of all fiihes that ever fwam in any 
water. 

" That is indeed a pretty ftory, Madam, 
I will endeavour to be like the good little 
trout, fatisfied with w^t God pleafes^ 
and then perhaps he will love me at 
well-" 

*' Never doubt it my dcv," replied 
Mrs. Coxbett, •• but as we have an hour 
more, I will read you an Indian ftoiy, 
called 4the School of Adverfity," 
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THE 

SCHOOL OF ADVERSITY. 
JN INDldN STORY. 



ICALAHAD, a monarch of Indoffan, 
rcfigned glorioufly over a happy people, 
and feemed to want nothing to render his 
felicity complete^ but a fon to fway his 
fceptrc, and perpetnate his virtues. To 
obtain this happinefs was therefore his 
conftant wi(h, and for which he incelTantiy 
offered up his prayers to the Deity: but for 
fome years the fonfoear|ieftlyreiq[uefiedwas 
denied. At laft» as he was one day enjoying 
the cool.ne{s of the air in an arbour^ ercA* 

ifd in a thicl^ grove of citroo tft^h ^^ ^^^^ 

into 
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into a flumber, and thought he was water* 
ing a vaft cedar, from whofe root there if* 
fued a large flame, which devoured all the 
trees of the adjacent foreft. ,/ 

A dream fo nncommc^n filled his mind 
with various conjeftures, and rendered 
him very folicitous of knowing what it 
portended. Accordingly, he km for Chi* 
mas, his prime miniflier,' and' the moft 
learned of all the fages of Indoftan, to ex* 
plaifi this vifion. Chimas lillened wilh. 
profound attention to hiis mailer, ani 
when he had finifliefd the relation, told him 
be would ftottly have a f6n ; hut declined 
the interpretation oj the oUier partreular* 
jttntil the nc3^t day, when all the fages of 
ibe J;ingd6m> were funitnoncd to ^tend 4t 
the king's palace^ 

. They did not fail to obey the commands 
of tbcir monarch; and in the midft of this 
^^SEasbly, Cbimas confirmed the approach* 
1ii|^biipth of a prince; but vefufed to ex* 
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yUkn the ineaning of tte flame which if* 
.fued from the root of the trcc< unlefs the 
kitig would prosiife not to bt ^isigry at 
.what he was going tp rfve^I. JHis A^^jfsC- 
ty readily gave his royd word not to re* 
fent any thing thac might fall fron> htm in 

. explaining thi^ my&erious particular^ 
, Chimas having thus obtained the royal 
j>romife* addreffed himfelf in the foHotv- 
ing manner to his matter ; " Thy reiga, 
O power fill monarch of Indoftan ! hath 
been hleffed with every thing thou couldeft 
afk^ or thy imagination conceive, except 
in having- a fon to fway thy fcepfre, and 
•govern the people of thy extjenGve . domini- 
ons, N^w heaven -i$ going to add this 
gift to all the former/aiid to convince thee, 

; Idiat the prayers oJ the virti:4ou« are never 
^flfercd in vain. But Ikftdn with attention 
Ito wlrat I am now g6ing to reveal. -Thia 
•ion, iil^hO. will abound in knowledge* $Xkd 
Vbole wiidom will refcmble the flame 

that 
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that at once enlightens and cheriQies, will 
prove the fcourge of his fub^fts, exercife 
cv^ kind of cruelty, and even raaflacre 
all the learned men of the kingdom; fo in- 
capable are mortals of knowing what win 
prove really advantageous to them, and of 
forming wiihes to augment their happihefs, 
unlels affified with wifdom' from on high. 
But his tyranny will not always continue'; 
adveriity, which often teacheth mortals 
their errors, and turns their feet from the 
paths of vice ta thofe of virtue, will force him 
to refie£l on his a6lion$, convince him of 
their enormity, and caufe a total change 
in bis condu£l. Happinefs will again fmilc 
in every habitation, and fprcad her wings 
over the defolated banks of the Ganges. 
The mouths that uttered the moft dreadful 
imprecations on the head, of their rao». 
parch, (hall be fille4 with blefimgs, and 
the lifping tongues of in&nts Iball be em- 
ployed 
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ployed in wifliipg him every ^ind of prof. 
pciily. 

Such are the decree?. of Providence; 
and furely ^he bell knows what is moft pro* 
per for the children of ^len. Therefore, 
O mighty Halahad, who now filleft thQ 
throne of Indoftan ; and at whofe footftool 
the kings of the Eafi pay obedience, let 
ijot forrow fill thy royal breail ; themifcries 
of thy kingdom will not long continue ; 
that Being who formed the univerfe, who 
caufeth the fun to rife, and the refrefljing 
Ibowers of rain to fall on the tbirfty land, 
will proteft thy people, and te^ich the fon$ 
of men that thofe who honour virtue are 
bis peculiar care. Mifery and diflrefs 
may indeed, for a fliort time, furround.their 
habitations, but will fpon be fucceed^ by 
joy and gladnefs. They will vsmifli sa the 
return of the prince to the paths of virtMC^ 
Uke darknefs at the iippearance of the 

Th# 
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- The king, at hearing thU iiUferpr^atioii 
of his dream, was filled with indignation, 
and told Chimas, that if he had not gitien 
his royal word, that nothing ftould excitse 
his rage, he would punifli him with the ut- 
mbft fe verity. So unexpe^ed an anft^er, 
iaduced the fage to relate the fbllowii^ 
fable. 

« A catj pinched by hunger, left ihe 
honfe where (he hod long continued; in 
fearch of fuftenance. After a tcdi^s 
journey, daring which a heavy fhowerof 
rain had fallen, flic difcovered a rat, lodged 
iti an atdjaceii^t rock. She approached him 
with the greateft figns of fubmiffion, and 
begged him to pity her diftrefs. She de- 
fx:ribed in the moft pathetic terms, and af- 
feftingtone of voice, the deplorable con- 
dkibh to which fiie was reduced, and af- 
fared kim, that fiotwithftandingthe nat^al 
antiplithy that exified between theth, fals 
life fliould be in no diinger. To Wfeich tl« 
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Ja^ CEirfi«4tltot JieviXHjldnoi^ piacesm/con^ 
fidencc: in her fair fpeeches; and that h^ 
was.fearfiil, if be relied oii her protcfta* 
tio£iSi of falling a vi^litnto her hunj^r^ add- 
ing, Aat he knew how imprud^it it would 
be, Ca<;ommit the fheep to the car© of the 
wolf, or bring dry wood too near a largp 
fire.. The cat redoubted her entreaftie«» 
and made ufe of every argument to remove 
bis fears : (he told him, that if he was de* 
.firous- of difarming an enemy, the beft me^ 
tbod wiks to embrace evt?ry opportunity of 
obliging l^m, and that agooda&ion never 
filled of receiving its jufl; reward. The rat 
anfwered, that he fliouldj if he gave credit 
. to her aflcve;-ati43ins, r^ferabl^ a man, whu 
thrufts his hand into the mouth of a viper* 
Biit the hypocritical cait continuing to re- 
jpeat her VOWS: of integrity, ind refuming 
Jhf^ p}ea of hofpiulity, the rat relented. 
Let me, faid he to himfelf, prcferve this 
jpqor wretch from deftruftion j let me do 

good, 
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goodf even to an enemy, though I lofc my 
life by performing it : the Deity will furcly 
prote& him who endeavours to imitate his 
benevolence. Accordingly, he granted the 
cat admitunce ; but no fooner had this per** 
Odious creature recovered her ftrength, 
than fbe flew upon her hoft, with an intent 
to deftroy him* Is this, exclaimed the rat, 
the manner in which y^u ratify your oaths ? 
is it thus you requite your benefa£lor» who . 
commiferated yourdiftrefs, and favedyou 
from deftru&ion ? His exclamations, how- 
ever, were difregarded, and he Was almoft 
expiring, when fome hounds having efpied 
the cat, miftook her for a fox, fell upon hef, 
tore her to pieces, j^nd delivered the hof- 
pitable ratt 

«' Thus, added Chimas, it fares with 
thofe who violate their oaths, Juftice from 
pn high will overtake them ; and when they 
think thei^fiplvcsfe^ure from every danger, 

the 
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Ihe fatal bIo\i^ will be given; and from which 
it is impolBblc for any mortal to cfcape," 

Soon after, Kalahad's confort proved 
vith child, and at the expiration of the 
^erm was delivered of a prince. Th« 
vhole care of the Indian monarch now waf 
to form, by the affiftance of Chimas, a pfan 
of education for his fon. And during his 
iafancy, he built a palace for him, confift- 
jBg of three hundred and fjxty apartments^ 
fclefled three of the moft learned men mi 
Li* kmgdom^ 9nd, when .the prince was 
twelve years old, placed him with his tu^ 
tors in this fpleiidid ftrufture. The fages 
)ia4 firiS orders, not to ihew their royal pu- 
pil too much indulgegce, nor i>egleft any 
thing that might tend to his inftrufUon, 
Over the door of each apartment was writ^ 
Un the iiame of the fclence he was^there to 
learn, and it was ftirnifhed wilfh every thing 
that had a tendency to facilitate the fiudy 
of the particular branch of literature t« 
Ifl^icH A was appoint^4 
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• Nor was the care of his royjil 4athfcr be* 
-flowed in vain ; Hfe improved furprifihgly 
in 'knowledge, and his application to ftudy 
wai unbounded. He was coildufied once 
*e\^ery week to the palace of his father^ 
where the royah pupil was examined in the 
different brantbei of Tcience he had ftudied ; 
dknd every examination gave the wbok 
court freli caufe for wonder and aftpnifii'* 
meat. In fliort, he foon equalled his tu* 
tors in-wifdom^ and his name Was f^rnbus 
in every part of the Indies. But ihisdid not 
fatlsfyhis royal father; he w^s defitt>us that 
his foh ffiould be publicly examined by Chi* 
ftias himfelf; aiid accordingly fummoned 
ail the vizirs and learned imen in his em* 
pirie, toi^attend at the piilace on the dajrap« 
poinded -for this atigiifr examination,: 

Chimas,,' in order todirpSy the great ta* 
tents of the ^rihte f6 a3vaittage, in that 
grand atoi fol^mti ftift, employed SH that 
his gcw: l^rimg and' ^rofotmci wrfdom 

'iff- could 
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could fuggeft. He propoferf a» inffinito 
number of ^uefiionsjn philofophy, mora^ 
Iky, and politics ; and th^ prince anfwered 
tbem with |i fuperiority above all die. fages 
of the JuA. Among other things, Chiroa$ 
a&ed bini whether the foul underwent an^ 
punifibment, or whether jit deferved ^ny 
reward ;, becaufe, in thi& habitation of clay 
wc difcover only a vio)ent propenfity tp 
evil ? The prince, as an anfwer to this 
^ueftion, propofed the following fable. 

" Two men, the one blind, and the 
other lame, were placed in a garden to take 
care of it, and at the fame time ftriftly 
charged not to touch any of the fruit, ^ut 
as foon as the rays of the fun had ripened 
tbem, the cripple was very defirous of t^ft^ 
inj^whatbe was commanded not to touch* 
An unfurmountable difficulty, however, 
prevented him from indulging his appetite ; 
the lofs of his limbs rendered it impofllble 
fpf him to climb the trec?» or $^hcr 9ny 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



f^ fCHOOt OJr AliVERSITr. 

of the fruit; he therefot'e had recourfc 16 

the blind man foraHiftance. The latter wat 

furprifed at the propofal, and reprefented 

to him, that tie could not cohctivt how be 

could aiCft him in fuch an enterprize, as be 

was deprived of fight ; adding, that as they 

were both placed in the garden to preferve 

the fruit) they would, by plucking inrlat 

they were ordered, to fecure, (hamefully 

difobey their matter, and confcqucntly could 

cxpcfl nothing lefs than the feverdl punifl>- 

ment. The hme pfian ufed feveral arga* 

iiJents to remove the fcruples of his com* 

panion, and at laft fucceeded: when the 

t)lind man took him on his Ihoulders and 

parried him from tree to tree, while the 

cripple plucked the f ruju They had hardly 

fatisfied their appetites, wheti the maftet 

Came to take a view of his garden, ^ 

feeing the havock made in the fruit, wai 

highly enraged. The two crimitials would 

fain have excufed themfelvcs; the one^al. 
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l^ging, that for want 06 limbs it was im-^ 

pollible for him to climb the trees, and the 

other, that, being denied the benefit of 

fight, it was abfurd to think be had gathered 

ibe fruit. Bot the mailer was not to be fo 

ealily deceived ; he foon gave them to 

underftand that he was no flranger to their 

ftratagem, and the excufe they had formed 

to elude his enquiries. In Ihort, the faft 

appeared fo evident, that they could not 

deny it, and were both driven from tht 

garden. 

•• The blind man, continued the primre, 
is the body, which fees nothing but through 
the intcrpofition of the foul, which, like 
the lame man, cannot move without the 
affiAance of the other. The garden is the 
world, which aH men are more or Jefs anxi- 
ous of enjoying. The mafter of the garden 
is the confcience, an impartial judge, pla- 
ced by the deity in the human breaft, and 
which continually animates uito purfue the 
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paths of virtue. The ^reemem mad^ be^ 
tween t^ie blind man andibe cripple implies, 
that the body, and foul -coiiQqr together, to' 
do good or. evil, and confe<juently th^tihey 
ought to ftarc .equally in the rewards, or - 
puniftujients," 

Another queftion afked by Chimas was/ 
Why the greateft men are fom^imes guilty 
of the greateft exceffes ? To which the' 
prince anfwered by the following apologue. 

** A black eagle, foaring far above the; 
clouds, thought himfelf fafe from- every 
danger. But a fowler who had at a diftance 
feen him afcend, tooH him for a kite, and 
fattened a piece of flefli in his nets. Th« 
eagle, whofe great height pr^v^nt^d him from* 
difcerning the fnare^ when he fawf , the 
prey, refolved to p^S^h it. Accordingly ; 
he darted from bis height,i like an arrow fronii: 
an Indian bow ; feized on the prey,.^lii;^ 
was taken in the fnare ofth^e fowler^ :ii^ha 
was furprifed to find an eagle in a net he had 
forqj4 only for iinall bifdst'* ^ , The 
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The prince having anfwered every quefr 
tion that had been propofed to him, wa§ 
4eGrou» of propofing fome himfelf ; and 
accordingly addreffed feveral to tlie faga«^ 
clous Chimas. But all his queiiions, lik^ 
his anfwers, tended to prove, that his gf- 
nius, his wifdom, and underftanding, were 
equally admirable. Nor weue his queftio^^ 
low and puerile : on the contrary they re« 
lat^d to the fublimeft fubjefts ; the creation 
of the world ai>d of matter; the prigiji of 
ip^oral evil ; the fource pf the paflions; th^ 
9perations of the dc^ityon the huipa^ fouI» 
^qd the 4cpravity pf natof c, were the to« 
pics debajted. 

The ej^ercife being end^d, tlie king naip.ed 
his fon for his fucqeffpr ; and when he was 
eighteen ye?rs of ^ge, i^alahi^4» vho found 
Jiiipfelf drawing near h^s end, refignQd to 
)lim his crQwp, and caufed hiin to be pub- 
lickly ac^Qpvvledge4 h^ir af all bis dorai^; 
jokm^ lipr 4i<Jfee forgeuo giiy« hiiu, with 
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hiidying breath, the moft wholefome ad- 
vice. 

- ** My fort," faid he, " the angel of death 
h noWapproaching, and in a few moments 
a breathlefs carcafe will be all that remains 
of the once powerful Kalahad. Remember, 
therefore, my fon,- that thou mull now go- 
vern t his mighty empire alone. Chimas, 
whofe wifdom, experience, and integrity, 
1 have long known, will give thee the wi- 
feft counfel. Liften, my fon, to his ad- 
vice ;< he will dureft thy fteps, and never 
fiiffer thee to wander from the paths of vir- 
tue: Remember, O youthful monarch" of 
Indoftan, that thy example will influence 
multitudes of -people, it will conftiiute 
either their happinefs, or mifery. If thou 
art careful to direft-tby paths by the pre- 
Cq)ts of reafonj and to liflen to the diftates 
©f confcience ; if thou a^'t indefatigable in 
punifhing oppreiTors, and thofe who w^ow 
sii wickednei^i and careiul to encourage 
' ■ .c,™.aov^..^x.. virtue 
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Virtue and merit wherever it be found j then 

flail happinefs dwell in thy palade, tfea- 

chery Ihall be banilhed from tlie empire of 

Indoftan, and rebellion feek refuge in the 

dark caverns of the mountains. The tongue 

of the hoary fage fliall blefs thee, and the 

ftepherd» as he tends his flocks in the paf. 

fures of the Ganges, rehearfe the glories of 
thy reign. 

Thus fhall thy life glide on ferenely ; and 
•when the angel of death receives his com- 
miffion to put a period to thy exiflence, 
thou flialt receive the fummons-with tran- 
quility, and pafsj withouffear, the gloOTiy 
valley that feparates time from eternity :.for 
remember, my fon, this life is nothing more 
than a Ihort portion of duration, a prelude 
to another that will never have an end ; it 
isaftateof trial, and a period of probations; 
ahd as we fpend it either in the fervice of 
virtue or vice, our Itate in the region* of 
•icinitywill be happy or miferable. faic- 
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i^cll, my fon, I am arrived at the brink of 
the precipice that dividc;,s the regions cf 
fpirits from thofe inhabited by mortals; 
treafure the inftruftions of thy dying father 
in thy breaft ; praftife them, and be happy.'* 
.At thefc words the great Kalahad em^ 
braced his fon, and dofed bis eyes for evfrw 
A torrent of tears burfl: fro^i the eyes oC 
his attendants, and the whole empire qi 
Indoflan was filled with fighs and lamenta* 
tlons for the lofs of a prince, who mi^ib 
b^juftly ftiled the father of his peopla. 

The young monarcfh of Indoftan foUowed- 
fqr fon^e time the footfteps.of his roy^l fa^ 
ther, whofe virtues feemcd again to be re- 
vived in him. But his paflionsfopn awoke,* 
and the dai^erous abufe of power; fo fatal 
to the monarchs of the eaft, completed his 
itregularities* He collefied into his Se- 
niglia the moft celebrated beauties of the 
eaft, and fpent his whole time in their com- 
pany* JuIUce was no longer adminift^ed, 

and 
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and virtue was baniflicd from the court of 
Indoflan. 

So amazing a change, alarmed the whole 
kingdom* The vizirs and cadis affembled, 
and prevailed on the wife Chimas to under- 
take the difficult talk of roufing the prince 
from that lethargy in which he lay, and drive 
the monfter vice, with all her hateful train 
from the palace. Chimas well knew the 
danger that attended fo daring an experiment^ 
■ but his love for his country, and his deleft 
tation of vice though drefled in the robes of 
royalty, prevailed on bira to undertake the 
taflc. 

Accordingly the iie^t morning, as foon 
as the early mefleriger of the day had with- 
drawn the curtaips of the eaft, and adorned 
the blue mountains with rays of gold, Chi- 
mas repaired to the palace, and after great 
difliculties obtained admittance, and was 
introduced to the young monarch, who 
trembled at the fight of this faithful coun- 
D a fellor. 
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fellor. Such power has virtue over the 

mind of the profligate, even when feated on 

an eaftern throne ! Chimas addrefled hiirifelf 

to the monarch with that confident freedom, 

for which he was always remarkable, but took 

care to interfperfe his difcourfe with fabler, 

the only veil under which truth could fitid 

a paflage thro* a herd of fycophant courtiers. 

He painted in the njoft glaring colours the 

diftreflcs of the people, and the confufioii 

that reigned through the whole empire of 

Indoflan, and concluded in the following 

manner. 

" O youthful monarch, liften to the ad- 
vice of one who is more defirous of thy hap- 
pinef$ than his own. Leave for a moment 
thefe debilitating fcenes of pleafure, to be- 
hold the miferies of thy people. When the 
* great Kalahad, thy father, fwayed the fceptie 
of this extenfive empire, fatisfaQion fmiled 
in every countenance, and the fongs of rejoi- 
cing refounded in all parts of his dominions,' 

...zeaov^..^.,. But 
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But now a gloom hath covered the face of 
^hy people, and nothing is heard but forrow 
and lamentation. The lawlefs fons of riot 
commit every diforder with impunity, and 
vice triumph;5 in all parts of the empire. • 
Remembex the inftruftions given thee by thy 
father, when he left the regions of mortality ; 
follow his precepts, and joy and happincfs 
Diall again return, and thy people be delivered 
from every diftrc;fs.*' 

The King promifed Chimas that he would 
no. longer coVifine himfelf within his pal ace^ 
but applyhimfelf to the offices of government, 
labour to reform the abufes of which the 
people complained, and the next day admi- 
nifter juftice in perfon. Thefe refolutionu 
fpread a general joy ; but it proved of Ihort 
duration. His bafe counfellors, on the 
departure of Chimas obliterated the good 
imprcflions his advice had made on the heart 
of the monarch; fo that the next day, when 
the people aflembled before the palace, they 
. found it fhut as ufual. D 4 Tw<i 
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Two days after Chiraas paid a fecond 
vlfit to the King, and complained ia very 
/harp terms, 6f his breach of promi fe. The 
King, afhamedof his wcaknefs, afTuredhira, 
that on the morrow his fubjcQs (hould have 
reafon to be fatisfied. ^ But as foon as Chimas 
was departed, his favorites again deftroyed 
thofc good intentions. Siich is the abufe to 
which all human affairs are liable : truth and 
falfehood ufe the fame Weapons and imperi- 
ous eloquence is a two edged fword* 

The people again alTembled, and were 
again difappointed ; which fo exafperated 
them, that they took up arms and returned to 
the palace, determined to force the gates and 
fet it on fire. The King and his wicked 
coanfellors were now convinced of their in* 
jullice; but knew not how to divert the 
ftorm whidh threatened thern with deftruftion. 
In this extremity a dreadful refolution was 
taken, to cut off all the great men of the 
Kingdpm, flattering themfelvcs that when the 

, leaders 
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leaders were no more, the rabble might be 
eafily difperfedi In order to put their de* 
tellable fcheme in execution : the prince fent 
for Chimas, and by the moft magnificent 
proHiifes, engaged him to prevail on the 
people to lay down their arms, on which the 
King would immediately adminifter juftice 
according to the ancient lawvS of the kingdom. 
Accordingly Chimas addreffedhimfelftdthe 
people, and' even promifed them that they 
fliould be no longer deceived. His eloquence 
had the defircd efFeft J the people difperfed^ 
and retired to their refpeftive habitations. 

This dangerous tumult being thus happily 
appeafed, Chimas, at the head of the vizirs^ 
learned men, and generals of the army, re-» 
paired to the palace, where they were received 
.with all feeming marks of refpeft, and 
fucceffively introduced mto the palace 5 but 
inllead of receiving the thanks their conduft 
jutlly merited, they were all maffacred, by 
performs prepared to execute this bloody tra^- 
.gedy*- - D 5,......^..^^ An 



ga SCHOOL or adversity. 

An aftion fo full of horror infpired the 
populace with a rage little lefs than madnefs ; 
they aflembled before the palade in the moll 
. tumultuous manner, and attempted to force 
the gates, but as this was not to be done 
Suddenly, the King found means to efcape; 
thro' a fmall door in the garden* Soon 
after the people fet fire to the palace gates, 
and dragged thofe wicked councellors who 
had given fuch inhuman advice to their mo* 
narch, into the ftreet, where they fuffered 
the punifhment due to their crimes. 

Having thus far vented their fury, they 
placed the Ton of Chimas, a youth about 
eighteen years of age, at the head of affairs ; 
who followed the fteps of his father, foon 
removed the evils complained of by thepeo* 
pie, and made the wicked feel the weighty 
hand of juftice. 

In the mean time the young monarch 
wandered among the mountains of Ihdoftan> 
where he fuffered the greateft hardlhips* 

u,...:,ovv_,v.^^. Hil 
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His food was wild fruits and roots, his 
drink the water that guflied from the rocks, 
bis bed the rugged furface of the earth, and 
his covering the azure canopy of heaveil. Here 
expofed to all the inclemencies of .the wea*- 
^her, he bewailed his former follies, and 
implored forgiveaefs from his maker. One 
day as he was thus employed, with his eyes ; 
fixed on the celeftial arch, he was roufed 
from his contemplations by the approach of 
a venerable old man, who feemed to totter 
under the weight of years. 

*• My Son, cried this aged mortal, what 
corroding care preys on thy mind ? and what 
terrible misfortune has driven thee from tho 
habitations of men to feek an afylum among 
the brute creation ? I have many years re- 
fided in thel'e fequeftered parts ; but never 
faw in them a man before. I have however 
found more folid pleafure here, than I ever 
could difcover in all the companies of mirth 
an4 feftivity, fo common among the giddy 
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Tace of mortals. And if thou wilt attend to 
my inllruftions, I willteach thee the path 
to happihefs. It is the nature of man to 
cbnfider all misfortunes as real evils. 
but this is a dangerous error. They 
are often intended by that Being who 
governs the univerfe, as gentle correflions, 
to remove the veil which pleafure throws 
OYGf the objefts that furround us, and turn 
bur feet from the paths of deftru<5tion to 
thofc that, lead to happinefs and joy. For- 
tunate, my fon, are thofe who confider mis- 
fortuhes as the kind rebukes of an indulgent 
parent : happy therefore will thy condition be 
; if they prove the means of teaching thee, 
how fleeting and how unfatisfaftory are the 
joysoFthefons of men; and of fixing thy 
defires on thofe that are referved for a future 
ilate of exiftence ; then {halt thou pafs 
through this thirfty defert without complain- 
ing: and, at the end of thy journey; enter 
' on pleafures that fliall nevtt have an end. 

V Experience 
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'Experience hath long fince conviQced n[ie 
that labour and forrow^e the pprtion of the 
foni of ra©ii, while they <:ontinue inha|)if 
lants of this earthly mandon* And when th^ 
heats pf youth are over, and calm refle£lioo 
affumes her feat, thou wilt be fully convince 
"ed of this great youth, and repent thie mo^ 
ments thou haft fquandered in the fervice of 
Vice/' 

Thefe words pierced like an arrow thf 
heart of the exiled monarch, and drew a 
frefh flood of tears from his eyes; M^ agaia 
'proftrated himfeif before the God of nature* 
and with a voice interrupted with fighs, thuf 
anfWered the hoary hermit. 

O thou whom age and experience have 
itaught wifdom, liften O thou, to my tale, 
iatid thou wilt foon be convinced, that I have 
ia^undant reafbn for nay {ontyw, and ^an m j 
tears are not fl»ed in vain. I am the. fon o€ 
the great Kalahad,. and was lately feate4 oa 
tbc throne of Indoftau. My fubjeQ* ,wilU 
D 7 „,„,,,,,,_._. .. i^g"'' 
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itigly f aid me obedience, and my praifc 
fechoed in every corner 6f the empire. But 
I forfook the counfel of the wife and pru* 
dent and jiftened to the advice of the young 
and foolifh ; indulged myftlf in every kind 
of luxury and paid.no regard to the petitions 
of my people* Juft;ce was no logger ad* 
miniftered, nor the cries of the injured re- 
garded. To put a. flop to thefe excefl'esi the 
populace adembled in a tumultuous manner 
before the palace, bu|: inftead of redrefling 
^eir jufl complaints, I took the fatal re- 
J&>lution of ptitting their leaders to death; 
.even the wife Chimas, who loved nje w ith 
the aflPeftion of a. father, fell a viSim to my 
rage. But alas ! this horrid tragedy produced 
y^rydiffewnt eflfofts; the people, mad with 
4ury at the lofs o£ their l^ader^, aflauked the 
palace, but before they could force a paflage 
I efcaped thio' the garden, and have ever 
iiace wandered in thefe pathlefs wafles, la* 
^ipeming my weakn^fs, and imploring for. 

.givenefa 
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givehefs from the god of nature. But how 
can forrow atone for my wretched con- 
dufl:, or a torrent of tears walh outthe ftain 
of murder!" ' 

The hermit flood for fome time aftonifhed . 
but at laft, recovering himfelf, hecri^dout; 
" How unfearchable are the ways of pro- 
vidence ! and how various are the methods 
ufed by the Almighty to teach wifdora to the 
fons of men ! Thou, O monarch of Indoftan, 
haft known from experience the poignant 
pangs of a guilty confcience; and adverfity 
has taught thee this facred truth, that virtue 
only is produSive of happiriefs. But return, 
Cyfon of Kalahad! to the capital of thy em- 
pire; thy fubje£ls will receive thee with 
open arms, and the fon of Chimas, who 
now adminiftersjuftice, wiH-replace thee on 
the throne of thy anceftors. And may the 
fufferings thou haft endured in thefe barren 
waftes never be forgotten ; may they prove 
a conftant monitor to remind thee of the 
D 8 follies 
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'follies of thy youlh, and the kindnefs of 
heaven in pard<ming iby fraihies. An<i 
remember^ ray fon, thal^ thofe^ who follow 
the ways of vice, will at laft plunge them-t 
ftlv^i into the gulph of deftroftion: while 
the Jjaths of virtue are paths of pleafantnefs, 
and lead to the regions of eternal repofe.*' 

The Prince followed the hertnit's advice^ 
repaired to his capital, Was kihdly received 
by the fon of-Chinias, and governed bii 
people happily for many years. 

** Tis a charming ftory Madam, faid Mifs 
Scagoe, but nothing pleafes me more-, than 
that the nafly Cat met her defert*-How I 
trembled for the poor Rat. " 

** The ftory is fo extrerhely moral 
throughout," fjiid Mifs Stlwyn, •' that it is 
fufficicntly explanatory, without troubling 
our good Go\'erncfs with queftions,'* 
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FOURTH EVENING. 



BENEVOLENCE 

OP AN 

EMPEROR OF CHINA. 



HAMTI, the beft and the wifeil Emperor 
that ever filled the throne, after having 
gained three fignal viftories over the 
Tartars, who had invaded his dominions, 
returned to Nankin- in order to enjoy thj5 
glory of his conqueft. After he had 
refted for fome days, the people, who 
are naturally^ fond of, proceffions, - im- 
pati.e^tly expefted the triumphal entry, 
which Emperors upon fuch occafions 
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were accuftomed to make. Their murmurs 
cattle to. the Emperor's ears. He loved 
his people and was willing io do all in 
his power to fatisfy their juft defires. He 
therefore affured them that he intended 
upon the next feaft of the Lanterns, to 
exhibit one of th^ moil glorious triumphs 
that had* ever been fecn in China* 

The people w^rfe in raptures at his 

condefcenfion ; and on the appointed day, 

afl'embled at the gates of thq, palace with 

the mofl eager cxpeftations* Here thcX 

%vaited for fome time without feeing an/ 

x)f thdfe preparations which ufually prece(Jc 

a pageant* The latttern with tfen theufend 

tapers, was hot yet brought forihj ike 

fire works, v^hich ufually covered the 

city walls, were not yet ligbtied; the 

people ohce more bt^gan to rt'drm^r kt 

4his delay, when in' the inidft of their 

-impatiehce thie palace gates flew qjtti 

•and the Einp6n)r hiihfeif apptarei!, irot in 

ffrltttdor 
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Iplendor or magnificence, bnt in an 
ordinary habit, tollowed by the blind, the 
maimed i and the ftrangers of the city^ 
air in new clothes, and each carrying in 
his hand money enough to* fupply his 
nedeffities for the year. The people were 
at firft amazed; b^t fyqn perceived the 
wifdom of their king, who taught theiifl, 
that to make one man happy, was more 
truly great, than having ten thoufand 
captives groaning at the wheels of his chari(^. 
** How truly gendrous and noble wsi's 
the conduft of the Emperor," faid Mifs 
Difter ; ** how I envy his triumph when 
furrounded by the maimed, the blind,^ and 
the ftrangers* But ladies^ I peg pardon 
IFor the interruption, it is yet early and our 
good GovemeTs will perhaps favour us 
yith anotW ftory." 
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THE 

PENITENT. 

ATALE^ 



In the neighbourhood pf Damafcus lived 
a gardener, whofe name was Abdullcander : 
his only poffeffion was a fmall garden, and 
its produce his only fubfiftence : though 
it barely fupplied him with the neceflaries 
of life, yet he murmured not: thankful 
for the little he had, the much he wanted 
gave him no regret. He played fervently 
at the fiated hours prefcribed by the prophet, 
repeated his Bifmillah duly, and carefully 
obferved the appointed feafons for ab- 

VttOfiTi 
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On^ day ^ <ltervis ftopped at the ^<»r of 
hii cottage, ahd fet^d st littterefrdhraenti 
die chatitabk Abdullcamder^ with gre^ 
the^sfvXntbt ^b^re him f^tme dried ^4 
and a jar of milk. The dervis^ after his 
repaft, inliited dtt Abdulkander'S accept* 
ance ot^ amark of hisgraikude, and thrown 
rngilown a purfe inftantiy^ diiappeared* * 

Wbeft Abdullfeattder opened tb* purfe 

he found in itjiin^y i!»ne chequing iR<go)iI^ 

the fight of which dauled and ^ntyindedt 

him. tie now began to have «n idra ot 

the value of moftey, and all his- care was t« 

make the ninety nin^ chet^uin^ on iMndrsd^* 

This point was foon gained ; bm his defir?t 

encreafing with hid poflbffiottS) he cofid^ 

nued to employ his Aock, and fodceediel 

beyond his hopes: he removed into thfe 

city, enlarged his dedlings, and by ^daf^ 

Irious perfeverance ac^uirfcd an immenft 

eftate. 
• But the dcfire of wealth took full poC 

feffion 
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fieflion of his heart» he grew more languid 
in his devotions, and more carelefs in the 
obfervation of the extern<il duties of his 
religion, till at length he loft the fetife of 
divine favour^ 

Thus after many years afSuence and 
fplendor, a /evere ficknefs Warned him of 
the approach of the angel of death. Re- 
iribrfe for his ingratitude to heaven, now 
deeply touched his heart. His contrition 
vas lafling and Gncere. He looked on all 
his gain as lofs, and all his pofleflions as 
the fnare of his foiil. He fent for a cod- 
gee, and made his will, in which, after 
providing gerieroufly for his relations, he 
left the retpainder of his fortune to chari* 
table ufes ; and infeited a claufe, that as 
foon as he was dead, his corpfe ihould 
he ignoroinioufly dragged on a hurdle, 
thrice round the town, preceded by the 
cryer, who fhould proclaim with a loud 
Voice, ** This is the carcafe of tl^e ungrate- 
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ful wretch, who in adverfity remembered 
God, but in his profperity forgat him/* 

*• As Abdullcander encreafed his 
wealth by induftry,*' faid Mifs Charlotte 
Selwyn, " I fee no caufe why he fhould 
fo deeply refleft on himfelf* 

" Induftry is certainly laudable,** 
returned Mrs. Corbet, "but that virtue is of 
little value if overbalanced by ingratitude : 
it is certainly the excels of that vice, to 
forget from whence our bleflings flow ; and 
fo truly fenfible of this was Abdullcander, 
that he thought no fubmiffion too abjcft to 
exprefs his contrition. I will now relate 
you a faft from, real hillory in the reign 
of Edward the third.*' 
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THE 

SURRENDER OF CALAl5w 

4N M^GLISH STORt 

Edward tHcThird, after A« battle o| 
CrefTy, laid fiege to CaUi«u He ha4 
fortified his camp in fo impr^»able .^1 
ihanner Aat all the efforts of FJa^ce^provc?4 
inePe£luai to r£k tbe fieg^, . <^r throw 
fbccours ^Rto tbe Gity* Tbc citiz^lU 
liowevcr under the' coadu^ of C«um 
Viexine their gallant governor, njade an 
admirable defence. Day after day the 
Eoglifh effefted many a breach, which they 
repeatedly expefted to ftorm by morning » 
Jbut when morning appeared, they wondered 
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to behold new ramparts raifed, nightly erefted 
out of the ruln^ which the day had made* 

France had now put the fickle, into her 
fccond harveli firice Edward With his 
viclorious army fat dotvn before the town* 
The eyes of all Europe were intent on the 
ifTue. The Ehglifh made their approaches 
and attacks without remiffion ; but the 
citizens were as obflinate in repelling all 
their efforts. 

At length, famin€ did more for Ed- 
ward than arms. After the citizens had 
devoured the lean carcaffes of their ftarv^ed 
cattle, they tore up old foundations anct 
mbbiih in fearch of vermin. They fed on 
boiled leather and the weeds of exhaufted 
gardens^ aud a morfel of damaged corn 
was accounted matter of luxury. 

In this extremity thiey refolved to aftienlpt 
the enemy's camp. They boldly falHccJ 
forth; the Engtifli joined battle, andattera 
long and defperate engagement, c&UAt Vi- 
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enne was taken prifoner, and the citizens 
who furvivcd the flaughter, retired within 
their gates. 

On the captivity of the governor, the 
command devolved upon Euftace Saint 
Pierre, the mayor of the town, a man of 
mean birth, but of exalted virtue, . 

Euftace now found himfelf under the 
neceffity of capitulatmg and offered to de- 
liver to Edward, the city, with all the pof- 
feflions and wealth of the inhabitants, pro- 
vided he permitted them to depart with life 
^nd liberty. * 

As Edward had long fince expcfled to 
afcend the throne of France, he was exaf- 
perated to the laft degree againft thefe peo- 
ple, whofe valour had defeated his warmeft 
hopes ; he therefoir^ determined to take an 
cjcemplary revenge, though he wiOied to 
avoid the imputation of cruelty, He an- 
swered, by Sir Walter Mauny, •* that they 
all deferved capital puuiflunent, as pbftinate 



^ ^ traitors 

dbyV^oogle 
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traitors to him, their true, and natural fove« 
reign. That however, in his wonted cle^ 
meiicy, he confented to pardon the bulk of 
the plebeians, provided they would deliver 
up to him fix of their principal citizens^ 
vrith baiters about their necks, as vi£lims 
of due atonement for that fpirit of rebeU 
lion with which they had inflamed the vuU 
gar herd* 

All the remains of this do folate city were 
convened in the great fquare, and, like 
men arraigned at a tribunal from whence 
there was no appeal, expeQed with beaten 
hearts tlie fentence of their conqueror. 

.When Sir Walter had declared his mef- 
fegc, confternatiou and pale difmay was im- 
prefled on every face. Each looked o|i 
death as his own inevitable lot ; for how 
fliould they dcfired to be faved at the price 
propofed ? whom had they to deliver, fav.e 
parents, brothers, kindred, or valiant neigh- 
botgrs* who had fo often expofed their lives 
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in their defence ? to a long and dead filcnce* 
deep fighs and groans fuccccded ; till 
Euftace Saint Pierre, getting up to a Ikde 
ieminenGe, thus addrefled the affembly* 
«« My friends, we are brought to great 
ftraits this day. Wc muft either fubniit to 
the terms of our cruel and enfnaring coa* 
tjucror ; or yield lip our tender infants, our 
wives, and chafte daughters, to tlie bloody 
and brutal lufts of the violating foldiery* 

•* We well know what the tyrant in- 
tends, by his fpeciovis offers of mercy, ft 
will not fatiate his vengeance to itiake m 
merely miferablc, he would alfo make us cri- 
minal, he would make us contemptible ; Ik 
will grant us life on no condition, favc 
that of our being unworthy of it* 

•• Look about you, my friends, and fi^ 
your eyes on the perfons, whom you wifli 
to deliver lip as the viflims of your own 
fafety* Which of thefe would ye appoint 
to the rack, the axe, or the haltex ? I3 there 



THE StTRkENDEft OF CALAIS. tOt 

any here who has not watched for you, who 
has not fought for you, who has not bled 
for you ? who tlirough the length of thii 
. inveterate fiege, has not fuffered fatigues 
and miferies, a thoufand times worfe than 
death, that you and yours might furvive to 
days of peace and profperity ? Is it your 
prfefervers then whom you would deftinc 
to deftruftion ? you will not, you cannot 
do it. Juftice, honour, and humanity, makt 
filch a treafon impoflible. 

*' Where then is our refource ? is there 
any expedient left ? a gracious, an excel* 
lent, k God-like expedient! Is there aay 
htre to whom virtue is dearer than life ? 
let him ofier himfelf an oblation for tb« 
jTafety of his people ! he Ihall not fail of a 
blefled approbation from that power, who 
dffeted iip his oiily Son for the falvationof 
mankind. '* 

He fpoke — but a univerfal filence en-r 
fued* Each man looked around for the 

example 

, t Digitized by VriO\^';<i\.- 



tot THE SURRENDER OF CALAIS. 

example of that virtue and magnanimity in 
others, which all wiflied to approve, in 
themfelves , though they wanted the refo- 
lution. 

At length Saint Pierre refumed — " It had 
been bafe in me, my fellow-citizens, to 
propofe any matter of damage to others, 
' which I myfelf had not been willing to un- 
dergo in my own^erfon. But I held it un- 
generous to deprive any man of that prefer- 
ence and eftiraation which might attend a . 
firft offer, on. fo fignal an occafion. For I 
doubt not but there are maity here as ready, 
tiay more zealous of this martyrdom than I 
can be, however, modefty and the fear of 
imputed oftentation, may with-hold them 
from being foremoft in exhibiting their 
merits. 

** Indeed the ftation, to which the cap^ 
tivity of lord Vienne has unhappily raifed 
cie, imparts a right to be the firft in giving 
,my life for your f^kes. I give it freely— • 
J ^VYC it chcarfully, who comes next ?, 
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**^ Your fon !" exclaimed a youth, not yet 
come to maturity — ** Ah ! my child! cried 
Saint Pierre, I am, then, twice facrificed. — • 
J5ut no — I have rather begotten thee a fe- 
cond time. — Thy years are few, but full, 
my' fon ; the viSim of virtue has reached 
the utmoft purpofe and goal of mortality. 
Who nexf, my friends ? — This is the hour 
cf heroes, — Your kinfman, cried John dc 
Aire ! yatir kinfman, cried James Wiffant ! 
Your kinfman, cried Peter Wiflant ! — Ah, 
exclaimed Sir Walter Mauny,burfting into^ 
tears ; why was I not a citizen of Calais ? 

Jhe fixth viftim was ftiU wanting, blit 
was quickly fupplied by lot, from num- 
bers who were now emulous of fo erino* 
Hing an example, 

. The keys of the city were then delivered 
to Sir Walter. He took the fix prifoners 
into his cuftody. tie ordered the gates to be 
©pened, and gai*e charge to his attendants 
U> cpndugt the remainirig citizens, with 
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their families, through the camp of the En- 
glifli. 

Before they departed, however, they d^* 

fi^ed peiraiflion to take their lall adieu of 

their deliverers. — What a parting ! what a 

fcene ! they crowded with their wives anJ 

children about Saint Pierre and his fellow- 

prifoners* They embraced, they clang 

around, they fell proftrate before. them- 

They groaned, they wept aloud; and the 

joint clamour ef their mourning paflcd the 

gates of the city, and was heard throiighoot 

the camp. — At length, Saint Pierre'and his 

fellow viftims appeared, under the con* 

du6l of Sir Walter, and a guai-d* All the 

tents of the Englifh were inftantly emptied* 

The foldiers poured from all parts, arid 

arranged themfelves on all fides, to beliolJ^ 

to contemplate, to admire this little band of 

patriots as they paffed. They bowed down . 

to them on all fides. They murmured tlM^ 

applaufe of that virtue which they couU 
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Bpl but revere, even in eneipies. Ap4^hcy 
Xffgarded thofe ropes which they l^ad vo- 
lui;^^rily affijrued about their riecjvS, as en- 
CgRs Qf greater dignity t^^n th^ of th^ 
©rj^ihg^rter, 

A& foon as, ib^y h^d reached the prf, 
Jjpf^j.M^uny ! f^y$ the monarch, are thefq 
tlie principal inJiabitants of Calais ? They arc, 
. feys Mauny, |hey ve npt pnly the princi- 
pal men of Calais^ they are tfe^ prinqip^i 
moi af France, n>y lord, if virtue h^s any 
flt»re in ennobling. W^r^ they dehverecl 
peaceably, lays Edward ; w^s there no r^\\ir 
tance» no commotion am^ng the people i^ 
Not in the leail, my lord ; the people wouI4 
^1 have peii(hed, rather than have deli^ 
Ycred ihi leaft of tbefe to your majefty. 
They arc fclf- delivered, felf-dipvpted, an4 
t^mc to oflcr up their iQc(limiab)o head^j as 
4J1 ^mpl^ equivaleii^ for the ranfoip of ^Uqvi.t 

. 54w^dwa$ fecretly pique4 at this reply 

,.. of 
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of Sir Walter, but he knew the privilege of 
a Britiffi fubjeft, and fupprefled his re- 
fcntmem* Experience, fays he, hath ever 
fliewn that leility otily ferye« to iiivite pto^ 
pie to new crimes. Severity, at times, it 
indifpenfably neceffary to deter fubje£ls 
into fubmifTion by puniftimerit and exaiit« 
ple. Go, he cried, to an officerj lead tKefe 
men to execution. Your rebellion^ oonti* 
iiued hci addreffing himfelf to Saint Pierre, 
your rebellion againft me, the natural hck 
of your crown, is highly aggravated by 
your prefent prcfumption and affront of my 
pbwer.- — We have nothing to a(k of your 
riiajefly^ faid Euftace^ fave tvliat you cannot 

refufe us ^What is that ? — Your ^ftecin, 

my lord, faid Euftace, and went with fats 
companions* 

At this inftant/a Tound of triumph was 
heard throughout the camp. The queen 
had juft arrived, with a powerful reinforce* 
mem of thofe gallant foldicrs, at the head of 
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whom fhe had conquerc3 Scotland, and 
taken their king captive. 

Sir Waher Mauny flew to receive her 
majefty, and briefly informed her of the 
particulars refpeQing the fix viftims. 

As foon as fhe had been welcomed by 
Edward and his court, flie defired a private 
audience. My lord, faid (he, the queftion 
I am about to enter upon, is not touching 
the lives of a few mechanics ; it refpefts a 
matter, more eftimable then the lives of all 
ihe natives of France, it refpefts the honout 
of the Englifli nation; it refpefls the glory 
of my Edward, my hufl)and, my king. 

You think you have fentenced fix of 
your.enemies to death. No, my lord, they 
have fentenced themfelves, and their execu- 
tion would be the execution of their own 
orders, not the orders of Edward. 

They have behaved themfelves worthily, 
ihey have behaved themfelves greatly : I 
cannot but refpea> whi^p I envy, while I 

^ . hate 
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. hate them, for leaving us no fliare in the 
honour of this aftion, fave that of granting 
a poor, and in^ifpenfable pardon. 

I admit, they have deferved every thing 
that is evil at your hands. They hav^ 
proved the moft inveterate and efficacious 
of your enemies. They alone, have with- 
flood the rapid courfe of your conquefts, 
and]have with-held from you the crown to 
which you were born. Is it therefore that 
you would reward them ? that you would 
gratify their defires, that you would indulge 
their a«ibitioh, and enwreath them with 
jtjverlafting glory and applaufe. 

But, if fuch a death would exalt mecha- 
nics over the fame of the moft iIIuftriou3 
heroes, how would the name of my Edward, 
with all his triumphs and honours, be tar« 
nilhed thereby ! Would it not be faid, that 
pjagnanimity and virtue are grown odious 
in the eyes of the monarch of Britain, ani 
that the'objejlsy irhom he deftines to the 

puniflunent 
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punishment of felons, are the very men 
who deserve the praise an^ esteem of man* 
kind. The stage on which they should 
suffer, would be to them a stage of honour; 
but a stage of shame to Edward, a reproach 
to his conquests, a dark and indelible dis- 
grace to his name. 

*^ No, my Lord 5 - -let us rather disappoint 
the saucy ambition of these burghers, who 
wish to invest themselves with glory at 
our expence. We cannot, indeed, wholely 
deprive them of the merit of a sacrifice so 
l^obly intended, but \ye may cut them short 
of their desires; in the place of that death 
by which their glory would be consummate, . 
let us -bury tl^em under gifts, let us put 
them to shame with praises ;^ we shall 
thereby defeat them of that popular opi- 
nion which never fails to attend those who 
' suffer in the cause of virtue, 

*^ I am convinced ; you have prevailed ;'* 

**Pe it so,'* cried Edward, '^|Mrevent the 

E execution J 
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execution 5 have them instantly be/orip 
us/' ' ■•' - 

They came 5 when the queen, with an 
aspect and accents diftlising sweetness^, thus ; 
bespoke them: 

, • ^^ Natives of France, and inhabitants of 
Calais, ye have put us to vast expence pf 
jblood and treasure in the recovery of our 
just and natural inheritance; but you hav^ 
acted up to. the best of an erron.eoua judg^ 
ment, and we admire and honour in you 
that valour and virtue, by which we are so 
long kept out of our rightful possessions. ! 

^' You noble burghers, you excellent ci- 
tizens ! though, you were tenfold the ene- 
Euies of o\ir person and our throne, , we can 
feel nothing on our part, saye respect and 
aiTaction for you. You have been suffi- 
ciently tested ;—- we l(X)se your chains— 
we snatch you from the scaffold— and we 
ihank you for that lesson of humiliation 
which you teach ug, when you shew ns thai 
: ^ exeellei^c? 
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excellence is not of blood, of title, or sta- 
tion ; that \irtue gives a "dignity superior to 
that bf kings; and tliat those whom the 
Almighty informs' with sentiments like 
yours, are justly and eminently raised above 
all human distinctions, ' * 

^* You are now free to depart to your 
kinsfolk, your countrymen, to all whose 
lives and liberties you have so nobly re- 
deemed, provided you refuse not to carry 
with you the due tokens of our esteem. 

^' Yet we would rather bind you to our- 
selves, by every endearing obligation ; and 
for this purpose, we offer to you your choice 
of the gifts and honours that Edward has 
to bestow. Rivals for fame, but always 
friends to virtue, we wish that England 
were entitled to call you her sons.'* 

^^ Ah, my country !** exclaimed Saint 
Pierre, ^^ it is now that I tremble for you. 
Edward could only win your cities, but 
Philippa conquers hearts.'* 

E2 ' *^ Brave 
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*^ Brave Saint Pierre," said the que^i^ 
^^ wherefore look you so dgected ?" 
■ ^^ Ah, madam!" replied Saint Pierre, 
^^ wheii I meet with such another oppor- 
tunity of dying I shall not r^ret that I 
wrvived this day/' 



FIFTH 
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FIFTH EVENING. 



THE WA:rER OF FOLLY. 

'AN ORIENTAL TALK 



«&» 



JL HE sage Aboul-casem having disco- 
vered/ by his skill in astrology^ that all the 
water of the town where he dwelt would 
fall tlie next year under the influence of 
inch a strange planet, that whoever drank : 
of it would become foolish, resolved to ex- 
empt himself from the common disaster^ 
and proposed great pleasure and honour 
from being the ohly wise man in the town. 
Accordingly he provided a r^servoir^ which 
E3 ■ - he 
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he filled with a sufficient quantity of the 
.present year's water, that he might be ia 
no necessity of drinking that of the fatal 
year. This prediction was at length veri- 
fied, and the first appearance of the uni- 
versal folly gave him great delight ; but 
folly not being of a nature to amuse long, 
he grew weary of so inhuman a pleasure. 
He soon found Hmself dq)rived of all the 
joys and conveniences of society : lio crea- 
ture could give him a reasonable answer. 
He asked one what o'clock it was; who 
told him, ^^ that com was at two se* 
quins a bushel." He enquired what news 
of another ; who answered, '^ "that salt 
was an excellent thing- to butter fish 
with/' He tried others, and found their 
replies equally remote from the question, 
which niade him almost as mad as the 
water had made them. Yet he bbsJerved, 
that all lived easy and sociable with one 
anpiber^ and perfectly well satisfied with 

^eir 
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their own condition* Fired at length with 
&e solitary state to which his singular wis- 
dom had reduced him, he renounced the 
sublime advantages* of it; and, in order to 
partake of the common happiness^ drank 
the water, and mingled with the fools. 

'^ I thought, madam," said Miss Col- 
croft, ^^ we could not be too wise." 

^^ To endeavour, my dear," replied Mrs. 
Corbett, ** to distinguish ourselves by pre- 
eminence of wisdom from our fellows, is 
but rendering ourselves conspicuous, and 
dreaded. To conform to the temper of 
others^ as far as is consistent with virtue 
and honour, are desirable, for all attempts 
at singularity is unpleasant; to be attentive 
with the learned, sympathizing with th^ 
sorrowful, chearfiil with the gay, for it is 
not in nature always to meet dispositions, 
or humours, exactly suited to our own." 

With this remark the good lady dis* 
jnissed her young companions^ who already 

anticipated 
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anticipated the pleasure they should enjoy 
on the following evening, "when she had 
promised to read to them a Story on the 
• nature <and consequence of Ingratitude. 



ON 
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ON THE , , 

NATURE AND CONSEQUENCES 

OP 

INGRATITUDE. 

A STORY, 



JtjEFORE tyranny extended her bancfulf 
influence over the island of Crete, (now- 
called Candy) and justice, was banished 
from this lovely island; there reigned a 
king who was so great an enemy to ingra- 
titude, that he made an edict, that who- 
ever should be found guilty of it should -be 
punished with death ; and that sentence 
being once passed by the court, there should 
be no appeal to any other power, nor re- 
mission^ but from ^e complainant him-- 

self. 
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self. But before any complaint of this 
kind was made, death put an end to the 
life of this monarfch, who left his son and 
successor an infant; so thaf the sovereign 
power, during his minority, was invested 
in the senate. 

A war had subjsisted a. long time between 
the Cretians and Venetians; and the for- 
mer must have been entirely subdued by 
the latter, had it not been for the, extraor- 
dinary Valour of their general. It woujd 
be too tedious to relate all the'gre^t and 
noble actions of this great man: — How, 
when opposed by numbers, his single arm 
redeemed the honour of the field ;— how, 
when covered over with blood, and his 
whole body seemed but one large wound, 
he spumed the man who offered him a lit- 
ter ; and grasping the neck of his horse, 
being unable to' sit upright, pursued, in 
that posture, the flying foe;— how, when 
€ny iidvantage offered, he was the first to 

plunge 
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plunge into t^he rapid stream, to mount the 
breach, to leap the parapet; nor could 
fenny marches, nor craggy rocks, obstruct 
his passage;— in shor.t, he was looked upon 
as the guardian angel of Crete, and so dis- 
tinguished by all degrees of people: more 
than by his post, or the name he derived 
from his ancestors. 

Long did he retain these hououra un- 
equalled and alone, till heaven raised him 
a compefitor in his own son.^ The youth,^ 
whom he had trained to battle from his 
most early years, became, in time, so great 
a warrior, that his father only was thought 
his equal. He had given many proofs of 
his abilities in two campaigns against the 
Venetians; but, in the third, when the 
Venetians had assembled their whole forces 
commanded by the Doge's son in person, 

our. young hero established a reputation 
never to be erased. 

TJiG troops of Crete were divided into 
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two armies, one of which was headed by 
the old general, the other by his son; the 
f<>rmer was able ' only to keep the field, 
while the other entirely routed that part of 
the Venetian army they were aigaged with j 
and then, marcFiing to the relief of the old 
general, obtained so complete a victory, 
that the Venetians were obliged to sue for 
peace. To coniplcte the triumph of the 
young general, he had the glory of taking 
the Doge'§ soil prisoner, after defeating 
him in single combat; and, after him, the 
most experienced Venetian captain, on 
whose good or bad success the whole,, in a^: 
great measure, depended. 

The joy and acclamations with- which 
tliese warriors were received at thejr return ' 
Xq the capital, by the senate, as well aS the 
populace, was. equal to their success 5 but 
this sUn of triumph was soon obscured by 
an unlooked-for storm, which had nearly 
overwhelmed themjn ruin an4 destruction. 

They 
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They had a law in Crete, which had 
subsisted time immemorial, that whoever 
was generally allowed tp have done most 
honour to his country in the day of battle, 
diould, at his return, be gratified with any 
demand he should think fit to make. . 

On this a contest arose between the two 
generals, in which na considerations of 
blood, duty, or paternal aflfecjion, could 
prevail on either to ' yield. The fathet 
knew and regarded the merit of his son, 
yet thought to make a sacrifice of his long^ 
worn honours would be a recompenee too 
great ; and the son, who, on the least com- 
mand of so excellent a father would have 
feadily laid down his life, could not sub- 
mit, to sacrifice his title to glory, even to 
the calls of duty. 

They both appeared before the senate, 

and made their respective claims : the fa-' 

ther pleaded his ancient services — the son 

his late success, and tlie advantages gained 

F by 
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by it to the whole nation. The matter was 
Roon.decided, and the young general was 
pronounced deliverer of his country, and 
desired to name the thing he requested: 
on which, to atone, as he thought, for the 
umbrage he had given his father, he re-* 
quested a statue of him might be erected, 
and all the glorious achievements engraved 
on tlie pedestal. The whole assembly rung ' 
with applauses of his filial piet)^; who, 
having it in his power to demand what he 
pleased, desired only the perpetuation of 
his father's honours. But the action had 
a quite contrary effect on the mind of the 
person it was intended to oblige. The old 
general, peevish through age- and infirmi- 
ties, and mortified to think his glories were 
about to be eclipsed by a luminary which 
his own example had first given light, was 
SQ far from being pleased at this proof of 
his son's respect, that he rather looked upon 
it as Qstei^tatiQn : and that he did not de*- 
» . sire 
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6ire this monument of his father's victories, 
but to shew his own had surpassed them; 
and that the grateful recompence was made 
in consideration of his later and more 
meritorious services. Tiiis imagination, 
however unjust, sunk so deeply into his 
Boul, that he retired to his country seat 
filled with discontent against his son, whom 
he ordered never to see him more ; and re- 
nounced him with the most bitter impre- 
cations. 

The young general was deeply afflicted 
at the displeasure of his father ; and find- 
ing al) the submission he could make served 
rather to increase than mitigate it, fell into 
a melancholy, which all the honours he 
received had not the power to dispel. 

In the mean time the Princess of Crete, 
sister to the late king, fell desperately in' 
love with him; and, forgetting her dignity, 
4?iade him an offer of her pers6n and trca- 
gures. J3ut he, insensible to her charnis, 
F 2 and 
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and wholly devotee! to make peace with his 
father, would consent to marry her on no: 
■Other conditions, than first to send a suni 
of money to his father to redeem some 
lands, which his fonner liberality to the 
soldiers had obliged him to mortgjige, and 
to keep the thing an inviolable sccrcu 

The implacable old man received thank- 
fully the donation, aa coming from the 
princess ; but being informed afterwards, by 
some person she had intrusted with the se- 
cret, of the love she bore his son, and that 
it was by his instig-ation she conferred this 
favour upon him, instead of being appeased 
by this new proof of filial affection, he be- 
came infinitely more irritated against him 
than ever ; and in order to be revenged on 
the insult, as he termed it, formed a reso- 
lution the most strange and unnatural that 
ever entered tlie heart of man. 

Borne on the wings of fury, and deaf to 
all the remonstrances that were made him, 

he 
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he flew to the capital, and demanded jus- 
tice in the execution of the law s^ainst Hii 
son ; whom, in a most pathetic speech, he 
accused of ingratitude — -repeated the vari-^ 
ous obligations he had to him both as a 
father and preceptor — ^proved, that in the 
beat of battle^ while yet a novice in the 
art df war, he had throuTi himself between 
him aiid the impending danger-^received 
the wounds designed for him, and times 
unnumbered shielded him from death— -» 
^^ For all which bounties,'* added he, " h6 
stripped me of the glones I had gained be^ 
fore he had a being; ravifjhed from me the 
prize of fame, more dear to me than life, 
and brought my age with sorrow to the 
grave/' ' 

. The young general refused, to make any 
defence , and hating a life bis father's un- 
kindness had made wretched, submitted to 
th& sentence the senate unwillingly were 
obligcd'to pas$ upon him. 

' F3 • Thisi 
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This imeUigence no sooner reached the 
princess^ than, wild with grief, she ran tq 
the senate house ; and first, by soft persua- 
sions, endeavoured to move the hestrt of 
the old general ; but he continuing obdu- 
rate, she vowed he should suffer the feame 
fate with his innocent son; Accordingly, 
she accused him of the hijghest ingratitude 
to her, as, being obliged to her for the re- 
demption of his lands, he had contrived to 
deprive her of what he knew was most dear 
to her. The charge was too justly founded 
to be denied ; and the senate were otJiged 
to satisfy the demand she made. ' * ^ 

The young general, who had heard with 
an unshaken courage his own doom pro- 
nounced, could not support that of his 
father's; and he revolving in his mind what 
he should do to save him, became, in his 
turn, an accuser of the p^ncess. He urged, 
that having for a long time sought his af- 
fections, she had, at last, obtained a pro- 

mis^" 
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anise of marriage from him^ on which she 
^>retended her life depended 5 yet she had 
no sooner obtained it, than she ungrate^ 
- fully betrayed a secret he had bound her to 
conceal, and by that fatal discovery irritated 
his father, and had been the cause of both 
their ruin. The amorous princess pleaded 
guilty to this charge, being desirous of 
dying with him she loved, even cruel as he 
now seemed ; and as no person whatever 
was ej&empted by this law from the penalty, 
she was condemned to suffer with the ge- 
neral and his son. 

The. power of preventing so tragic a 
a scene lay wholly in the old general ; who, 
i)y remitting' the offences of his son, would 
lliave obtained of the princess remission for 
himself, as she also would from her lover ; 
but neither the arguments made use of by 
the senate for this salutary purpose, nor 
even their tears and intreaties could pre\'ail 
en his inflexible heart ; and the^e three il- 
lustrious 
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lustriouS personages were just going to be 
conducted to their fate, when a young vir- 
gin, daughter to the old general, rushed 
into the council-hall, crying aloud as she 
passed through the crowd, ^^ Stop, stop 
ihe execution till my claim is heard: if 
these must suffer, it is just others more 
guilty should partake of their fate," Oa 
this the guards were ordered to bring back 
the prisoners, and all waited with impa- 
tience what this nevv wonder was to pro- 
duce; when the maid^ with an undaunted 
courage, spoke as follows : " If I am 
jrightly informed, the law against ingrati* 
tude falls indiscriminately on all found* 
guilty of it/' To whicb the president 
Answered, it did. '^ Then I jlccuse vou 
All," resumed she, '^ all you of the senate I 
all you, who, having the power and trea- 
sure of the public invested in you, forget 
•the serv^iccs of this old man, my father, 
fifty years your general j and stiled the 

guardian 
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guardian angel of his country, and suffered 
him to feel the stings of poverty, to be re- 
duced even to beggary; but for the com- 
passion of the princess, while you your- 
selves were rioting in that affluence pre- 
served for you by the best part of his blood. 
If this is not ingratitude, nothing can be 
called so : qnit therefore your seats, and be 
content to suffer the punishment of your 
crime.*' 

Never was consternation equal to that 
which this demand occasioned 5— the^popu^ 
lace seconded the accusation, and cried out 
for justice 5— all the lords which composed 
this august assemblyjooked one upon ano- 
ther without the power of speech. What^ 
indeed, could they say ! how reply to so 
just, so convicting a charge ! The law by 
which they were condemned was wrote too 
plain for any evasion. — ^There was no re- 
medy to be found; and those who but a 
moment before had passed sentenbe of death 
; against 
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against others, were now compelled to sub- 
mit to it themselves. The soldiers imme- 
diately stripped those late judges of their 
robes; and ranged them with those who 
w^ere before prisoners, in order to cojidiict 
them to the place of execution appointed 
for criminals. 

How dreadful a spectacle was this, the 
princess, the two generals, 'with all iht 
nobility and magistracy of the kingdom, 
about to be destroyed at once! Who, whea 
they were no more, would be left to mmh-- 
tain order among the people?^ Where 
could there one be found to protect the 
peace of Crete? — ^All administration of 
public justice must cease, and the w1k)}« 
realm be involved in a wild confusion. 

The old general could hold out no longer; 
his obdurate heart melted at the ruin of his 
country ; and, as he knew the whole de^ 
pended on himself, he forgave bis soh; his 
gpp, with tears of joy, the princess ; and 
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she, no less readily, remitted the offences 
of the father.— The young lady, by whose 
stratagem this happy change was wrought, 
desired the senate to resume their places, 
and aJI was now restored to its ancient 
form ; but the terrible consequences which 
this law had like to have occasioned, and 
which it would always have been liable to 
draw on, made them unanimously agree 
to repeal it. ■ ' 

^' This short relation, my dear children, 
may serve to shew of hovV ambiguous and 
perplexed a nature ingratitud'e, in reality 
is; how impossible it Is to be entirely free 
from it ourselves, and how readily wc fix 
^he imputation of it on others. In short, 
there has yet never been, nor possibly 
never will be, a standard for it, by which 
one nc^ay truly know what is, or is not so. 

'* Every one who labours under any dis- 
tress in life, is full of accusations on the 
i^ratitude of persons whom he either has, 

or 
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or imagines he has, conferred some obli- 
gation on at one time or another; though, 
perhaps, those whom he thus brands were 
never sensible of any favour ; or, if thejr 
are, may not have it in their power to re- 
turn them in ih^ manner they expected.^' 
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SIXTH EVENING. 



TH5 

FOLLY OF DISC0NTEN1\ 

4 TALE, 



jCjlT Ispahan, in Persia, there lived a 
young maa of a noble family and gre«ft 
fortune, named Achmet; who from hi^. 
infancy shewed the eafhest signs of a rest* 
less, turbulent spirit; and though by nature 
endowed with an understanding superior to 
any of bis age, was led away with every 
gust of passion to precipitate himself into 
the greatest dangers. After having a littlo 
#;cperienced the misfortunes that accrue 
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^ from such a disposition, he became some- 
what more diffident of his own abiHties ; 
, and determined to take the advice of those 
who had been more conversant with human 
nature how to proceed for the future. There 
dweh not far from the city, in a Uttle cell 
among a ridge of mountains, an old her- 
mit; who many years before had retired 
from the world to that place to spend the 
rest of his days in prayer and contempla- 
tion. The good man became so famous 
through the country for his exemplary life, 
that if any one had any uneasiness of mind 
he immediately went to Abudah, (for so 
he was called) and never failed'of receiving 
.consolation, in the deepest affliction, from 
his prudent counsel; which made the su- 
perstitious imagine, that there was a cha,rm 
^n the sound of his words to drive away 
despair, and all her gloomy attendants. 

Hither Achmet repaired ; and as he was 
entering a grove near the sage's habitation, 

met. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



-•mS CONTENT. 135 

tti<jt, according to his wishes, the venerable 
recluse: he prostrated himself before him, 
and with signs of the utmost anguish, 
" Behold," said he, " O divine Abudah, 
favourite of our mighty prophet, who re- 
semblest Allha by distributing the balm of 
comfort to the distressed; behold the most 
miserable of ijiortals/' He was going on, 
when the old man, deeply affected with his 
lamentations, interrupted him 5 and taking 
Kim by the hand, ^^ Rise, my son,'* said 
he, ^^ let me know the cause of thy mis- 
fortunes ; and whatever is in my power shall 
be done to restore thee to tranquillity." 
*^AIas!" replied Achmct, ^^ how can I 
be restored to that which I never yet pos^ 
$essed ? . for know, thou enlightened judge 
of the faithful, I never have spent an easy 
moment that I can remember since, reason 
ijrst dawned upon my mind; hitherto, even 
from my cradle, a thousand fancies have 
gtt^nd^d m^ through life, and are continue. 
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ally, under the false appearances of happi- 
ness, deceiving me Into anxiety, whilst 
others are, enjoying the most imdisturbed 
repose. Tell me then, I conjure thee by 
the holy temple of Mecca, from whence 
thy prayers have been so often carried to 
Mahomet by the ministers of Paradise, by 
what method I may arrive, if not at the 
sacped tranquillity thou enjoyest, yet at the 
harbour of such earthly peace as the holy- 
Koran hath promised to all those that 
obey its celestial precepts; for sure those 
who remove alternately from the difier^it 
extremes of chilling frosts and scorching 
flames, cannot suffer greater torments than 
I undergo at present/* Abudah perceiving 
that a discontented mind alone was the 
source of the young man's troubles*—*^ Be 
comforted, my son," said he, *^ for a 
time shall come, by the will of heaven, 
. when thou shalt receive the reward of a 
true believer, and be freed from all thy 

misfortunes.! 

Digitized by V3V7*^";j: IV- • 



DISCONTENT. , 137 

piisfortunes : but thou must still undergo 
many more before thou canst be numbered . 
with the truly happy. Thou enquirest of 
me where happiness dwells : look round 
the world, and see in how many different 
scenes she has taken up her residence; 
sometirnes, though veryrjirely,in a palace— r 
often in a cottage — the philosopher's ,cave 
pf retirement — ^and the soldiers tent, amidst 
the noise arid danger^ of war, are, by turns, 
Jier habitation — the rich man may see her 
in his treasure — and the beggar in his waL 
let: in all these stations she is to be found, 
but in none altogether, (3o, then, and 
seek thy fortune among the various scenes 
of the world; and if thou shouldst prove 
unsuccessful in this probationary expedi^ 
tion, return to ipe when seven years are 
expired ; when the passions of youth begin 
to subside, and I will instruct thee by a 
religious emblem, which our great prophet 
shewed me in a dream^ how to obtain thfc 
fXk^ of all thy wishes/' 
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Achmet not understanding Abuijah'd 
meaning, left him as discontented as he 
came ; and returned to Ispahan with a full 
resolution of gratifying every inclination of 
pleasure or ambition^' imagining one of 
these must be the road to felicity; Ac- 
cordingly he gave up his first years cht 
tirely to those enjoyments which enervate 
both body and mind; but finding at length 
jio real satisfaction in these, but rather 
diseases and disappointments, he changed 
his course of life, and followed the dictates 
of avarice, that was continually offering to 
his eyes external happiness seated on A 
throne of gold. His endeavours succeeded, 
and by the assistance of fortune he became 
the richest subject of the east. Still some- 
thing was wanting ; power and honour pre- 
sented themselves to his view, and wholly 
engaged hi^'attcntion.' These desires did 
not long remaift ' unsatisfi(Kl, for by the 
favQur of the Sophy he was advanced to 
• .the 
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the higli'^st dignities of the Persian empire. 
But alas ! be was still never the irearer to 
the primary object of his ftiost ardent 
wishes ! feArg, doubts, and a thousand dif- 
ferent anxieties that attend the great, per- 
petually haunted bim, and made him seek 
f^ain the calm retirement of a rural life. 

Nor was the latter productive of any 
more comfort than the former stations ; in 
sborfe, being disappointed, and finding hap- 
piness in no one condition, h6 sought the 
hermit a second time to complain of his 
fete, and claim the promise he had received 
before the b^^inning of his adventures. 
Abudah seeing his disciple return again 
after the stated time, still discontented^ 
took him by the hand, and smiling upon 
him, with an air of gentle reproof, ^'^ Ach- 
tnet," said he, ^' cease to blame the fates 
for the uneasiness which arises alone from 
thy own breast; behold, since thou hast 
performed the task I enjoined in order to 

make 
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make tbee more capable of following my 
futures instructions^ I will unfold to thee 
the grand mystery of wisdom, by which 
she leads her votaries.to happiness. See," 
said he, pointing to a river in which several 
young swans were eagerly swimming after 
their own shadows in the stream, '^ those 
silly birds imitate mankind : they are in 
pursuit of that which their own motion 
puts to flight ; behold others, which have 
tired themselves with their unnecessary 
laboijrs, and si):ting still, are in possession 
of wh^t their utmost endeavours could ne- 
ver have accompljsjied. Thus, my son, hap- 
piness is the shadow of ^contentment, and 
rests or mov.es for ever with its original." 

^^ As the morality/jn this- story is so 
good, aiy dear children j'^^ I shall not attempt 
to enlarge on it> but go on to read you one 
equally good, which gave me great plea- 
sure in the perusal 5 and \^ith two short 
ones that occur to my jnepiory, will be as 
pipch as the time will allow." thi; 
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AN EASTERN TALE. 
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OZALDAB, califf of Egypt, had dwelt 
securely for many years in the silken pa- 
villions of pleasuri^ ; and had every morn- 
ing anointed his head with the oil of glad- 
ness, when his only son Aboram (for 
whom he had crowded his treasures with 
gold, extended his dominions with con- 
quests, and secured them with impregna- 
ble fortresses) was suddenly woomded as he 
was hunting with an arrow from an un- 
known hand, and expired in the fieW. 

Bozaldab, 

* r, 
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Bozaldab, in the distraction of grief and 
despair, refused to return to his palace, and 
retired to the gloomiest grotto in the neigh- 
bouring mountain; he there rolled himself 
in the dust, tore away the hairs. of his 
hoary beard, and dashed the cup of con- 
solatior, offered him by patience, to the 
ground. He suffered not his minstrels to 
approach his presence : but listened to th« 
screams of the nielancholy birds of mid- 
night, that flit through the solitary vai^lts 
and echoing chambers of the. pyramids, 
^^ Can that God be benevolent," he cried, 
*^ who thus wounds the soul, as from an 
ambush, with unexpected sorrow, and 
crushes his creature in a moment with irr 
remediless calamity ? Ye lying Imans, 
talk no more of the justice and kindness of 
an all -directing providence 1 He, who you 
pretend reigns in heaven, is so far from 
protecting the miserable sons of men, that 
he perpetually delights to blast the sweetest 

flowtf 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF PROVIDENCE. 143 

flower in the garden of hope ; and^ like a 
malignant giant, to beat do\\Ti the strongest 
tower of happiness with the iron mace of . 
his avenging anger. If this Being pos- 
sessed the goodness and the power with 
which flattering priests have invested him, 
he would, doubtless, be inclined and ena- • 
bled to banish those evils which render the 
world a dungeon of distress, a vale of va- 
nity and woe : — I will continue in it no 
longer!*' 

At that moment he ftiriously raised hi:S 
hand, which despair had armed with a' 
dagger, to strike it deep into his bosom ; 
when suddenly thick flashes of lightning 
shot through the cavern, and a Being of 
more than human beauty and magnitude, 
arrayed in azure robes, crowned with ama- 
rinth, and waving a branch of pajm in his 
right hand, arrested the arm of the trem- 
bling califF, and said with a majestic smile, 
^V Follow me to the top of yonder moun- 
Uin.*' ^X/jok 
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^f hook from hence," said the heavenly 
conductor, ^' I am Colae, the angel of 
peace; look from hence into the vale be- 
low." 

Bozaldab obeyed, arid beheld a barren^ 
eultry, and solitary iiland, in the midst of 
which sat a pale, meagre, arid ghastly figure : 
it was a merchant just ^pei-ishing with fa- 
mme, and lamenting that he could find 
neither wild berries nor a single ^ring ixK 
this forlorn, uninhabited desart j and b^- 
ging the protection of heaven against the 
Jygers-that would certainly have destroyed 
him, since he bad consumed the last fud 
he had collected to makij nightly fires |jQ 
afiright them. He then cast a casket of 
jfewels on the sarrd ^s trifles of no use, and 
crept, feeble and trembling, to an ertiinehcc 
ivhere he was accustomed to sit every even* 
ing'to watch the setting sim, and to make 
a signal to any ship that might fortunately 
a}>proach the islaud. 

l^ InhalMtaiat 
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*^ Inhabitant of heaven l" pried Bozal-. 
rfab, ^^ suffer hot this w^ retch to perish by 
the fiiry of wild beasts/' *^ Peace^^' said 
the ^ngel, ^^ and observe." He looked 
again, and behdd a vessel approach the 
<lesolate island. What words can paint 
the nqptnre of the starving merchant, when 
the captain offered to transport him to his 
native country if he would reward him with 
half the jewels in his casket ! No sooner 
had this merciless commander received tbs 
stipulated sum, than he held*a consultation 
with the cfew, and they agreed to seize the 
remaining jewels, and leave the utihappy 
jexile in the same helpless and lamentable 
condition in which they first discovered 
him.— He wept and trembled, intreated 
and implored in vain. 

^^ Will heaven permit such injustice 

to be practised ?'' exclaimed Bozaldab.-— 

'^ Look again,*' said the angel, ^^ and be- 

Jiold the very, ship, hi which, shortsighted , 

H as 
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«5 thou art, thou wishfedst the merchant 
might embark, dashed in pieces on a rock : 
dost thou not hear the cries of the sinking 
eailors ? Presume not to direct the Go- 
vernor of tlie Universe in, his disposal of 
events. The man whom thou hast pitied 
shall be tdken from his dreary solitude, but 
not by the method thou wouldst prescribe, 
His vice was avarice, by which he became 
at <)nee abominable and wretched ;" he 
fancied there was son^e ynighty charm in 
wealth, which, like the wand of Abdid^ 
would gratify every wish, and obviate every 
fear. This wealth he has now been taught 
'not only to despise^ but to abhor — ^he cast 
*he Jewels upon the gand,- arid confessed 
them to be useless ; he offered part of them 
to the mariners^ and perceived them to be 
pernicious : he has now learned that they 
are rendered useful or vain, good or evil, 
phly hy the situation and temper of the 
possessor,^ Happy is he whom distress has 
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taught wisdom ! — ^but turn thine eyes to 
another Mjd tnore interesting scene:" 

The califf instantly beheld a magnificent 
palace^ adorned with the statutes of his 
ance3tors wrought in jasper ; the ivory doors 
of which turning on hinges of the gold of 
Golconda, discovered a throne of diamonds^ 
surrounded with the r^gas of fifty nations, 
and with ambassadors in various habits, 
and of different complexions; on which sat 
Aboram, the much lamented son of Bo- 
zaldab,^and by his side a princess, fairer 
than an Houri. • 

^^ Gracious Alia ! it is my son,'* cried 

the califf: ^^ O! let me hold him to my 
hearL" ^^ Thou canst not grasp an un- 
tubstantial vision,'* replied the angel, ^^ I 
am now shewing thee what would have 
been the destiny of thy son had he conti- 
nued longer on earth." ^^ And why,*' re- 
turned Bozaldab, '* was he not permitted 
to continue ? Why was I not suffered to 
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be a witness of so much felicity aad pow- 
er ?" <^ Consider the secret," repHed he, 
" that dwells in the fifth leaven.'* 

Bozaldab looked earnestly, and saw the 
countenance of his son, on which he had 
been used to behold the placid snlile of 
simplicity, and the vivid blushes of health, 
now distorted with rage, and now fixed in 
the insensibility of drunkenness; it was 
again animated with disdain, it became 
pale wijth apprehension, and appeared to 
be withered by intemperance ; his hands 
were stained with blood, ^nd he trembled 
by turns with fury and terror. , The pa- 
lace, so lately shihing with oriental pomp, 
changed suddenly into the cell of a dun^ 
geon, where his son lay stretched out on. 
the cold pavement, gagged and bound^ with; 
his eyes put out. Soon after he observed 
the favourite Sultana, who before was seated 
by his side, enter with a bowl of poison, 
which she compelled Aboram to drink^ 

and 
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and afterwards married the successor to 
hu throne. 

*^ Happy/' sai4 Coloe, ^^ is he whom 
providence hath, by the angel of deaths 
snatched from guilt! from whom that 
power is withheld which^ had he possessed^ 
would have accumulated upon himself yet 
greater misery than it would bring upon 
others/' 

^^ It is ^notigh/^ cried Bozaldab^ ^^ t 
Adore the inscrutable schemes of omnis- 
cience! — ^From what dreadful evils hath 
my son been rescued, by a death which I 
rashly bewailed as unfortunate and prema^ 
ture — a death of innocence and peane^ 
which has blessed his memory upon earthy 
and transmitted his spirit to the skies.'^ 

'^ Cast away the dagger/' replied th© 
heavenly messenger, ^^ which thou wast 
preparing to plunge into thine own heart 5 
exchange complaint for silence, and doubt 
for adoration. Can a inortal look down 
' / H 3 . without 
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without giddiness wad stupifaction into the 
vast abyss of eternal wisdom ? Can a lamd 
less than infinite perfectly compxehend any 
thing among an infinity of objects mutu- 
ally relative ? Can the channels^ cut to 
recrive the annual inundations of the Nile, 
or the Ganges^ contain the waters of tke 
ocean ? Remember that perfect happkies^ 
cannot be conferred on a creature; (at 
perfect happiness ia an attribute as incom- 
municable as perfect power and eternity."* 
While the angel was speaking thus^ ho 
aftretcl^ed out his pinions to ily back to the 
ci«pyreum-.-anBd the flutter of his wii^ 
wa^ like the rushing of a cataract. 
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STORY 



OF THE 



GRAND DUKE QF TUSCANY. 



V^OSMO <k Medicis, Grand Duke olf 
Tuscany, concerning whom, on accounjb of 
bis prodigious wealth, it was rumoured 
that he bad the art of transmutation, A 
noble Venetian, who, thou^ he had but 
a small fortune, was extremely well recom-* 
mended to bis highness, (and by his po- 
lite behaviour added daily to his credit in 
that court) one day fairly put the questicm, 
and asked the duke if h& h^d thQ pbiloso- 

. . pher's 
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pher's stone or not ? ^' My friend," said 
the duke, ^f I have ; and because I have 
a rt^ard for you, I will give you the re-i 
ceipt m a few words j — *I never bid ano- 
ther do that which I can do myself 5 I 
never put off till to-morrow what may be 
done to*day, nor do I think any matter sq , 
trivial is not to deserve notice.'* The Ve- 
netian thanked his serene highness for the 
secret; and, by observing his rules, ac-* 
quired a great estate* 

^' Pardon me, madam^^' said Miss 
Wharton, '^ if I think you meant this 
little story for tne, as you have frequently 
chid me for those faults mentioned in it ; 
but in future I hope to shew you your ad- 
vice is not disr^rded^ said that / alsisr 
have found that philosopher's stone." 

'^ To acTcnowledge our errors is one step 
toward correcting them^" siaid Mrs. Cor'- 
bet, <^ and I have no doubt of your futuiie 
attention*^- As we have hot now, my 
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dear children, more than a quartei^ of an 
hour until supper, I must proportion my 
story to the time, and will therefore relate 
you the Florist and Bull-bull.'' ' 



THE 
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THE 

FLORIST AND BULL-BULL*. 

AN ORIENTAL FABLE. 



A 



FLORIST particularly curious in 
roses, had in his garden a fine J^ow of the 
bushes that bear that flower. Oh one of 
them grew a rose singularly beautiful, which 
captivated a Bull-bull : who fluttered round 
and made love to it. The inanimate rose 
making no return to his caresses, he at 
length grew enraged, tore it to pieces, 
and strewed the ground with its blushing 
leaves. 

* A bird of song much valued in the East. 

The 
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The Florist, incensed at this treatment 
of his favourite flower, in revenge spread a 
net, and took the Bull-bull captive ; who, 
finding itself in the snare, thus expostulated 
with the Florist : ^^ How can you use me 
so cruelly ? Do not I chearfully repay you 
for the harbour that your garden affords 
me with the music of my song ? " ^^ What 
harm,'' replied the Florist^ ^' hkd that rose 
done to you that you treated it so despite- 
fully?" He released, however, his little 
prisoner ; who, as soon as he had regained 
his freedoni, shook his wings, and perched 
on the bough of a neighbouring tree, from 
whence he thus addressed the florist : — 

^^ A good action should never go with- 
out it's reward ;— ^ig at the foot of that 
orange tree, and you will find a treasure." 
He did so, and found one. Upon which 
he. turned to the warbler, and thanking 
him, asked, ^^ how he who had eyes so 
penetrating a? to "discover a treasure bu- 
ried 
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ried in the earth, could avoid seeing a net 
over his head." 

'' Know, O man !" replied the Bull-buU, 
^^ that there is ho escaping the haiid of de$- 
.tiny ; — ^what must be, must be." 
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SEVENTH EVENING. 



HAROUN ABRASCHID. 

AN EASTERN TALE. 



A HERE was aniong the caliphs om^ 
inore than all the rest renouned for the 
goodness of his temper; I need not say to- 
those who are conversant in the easterh 
history, th^it his name was Haroun Abras- 
chid. 'Twas his custom to walk unknowri . 
among his subjects, ^and hear from their 
own mouths their grievances : and their 
opinion of their rulers. He advanced and 
degraded according to these reports, and 
I perhaps 
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perhaps sometimes to hastily, though al- 
ways with an upright purpose 5 and used 
to say, he was the only sovereign who 
heard the thoughts of his people. 

One morning, about sun- rise, as he was 
walking along the aide of a river, he saw' an 
old man and his grandson earnest in dis- 
course. The boy, in wantonness, vhad 
taken a water- worm out of the flags, and, 
having thrown it on the ground, had lifted 
up his foot to crush it. The old man 
pulled him fcack, and just as the caliph 
came up, was speaking to him thus r — 
^^ Boy, do not take away tha^t which is not 
in thy power to give. He who gave life 
to that insect, gave it also to thee : how 
darest thou then violate what he bestowed? 
Shew mercy, and thou wilt find mercy ^" 

TJie caliph stopped, and hearing be^ary 
and rags so eloquent, he stood astonished. 
What is your name, and where is your 
Jiabitaticm?'' said he. The old man told 

him 
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him he was called Atelmoule,^ and pointed 
to his cottage^ 

In an hour a robe of state was^nt to the 
cottage, - officers attended, and Atdmoule 
was told he was appointed Vizier. They led 
him, fiill of wonder and confusion, to the 
fealiph — ^he fell upon his face before theJ 
throne ; and, without daring to look up, 
kissed the verge of the royal robe. ^* Rise 
Atehnoul<»,'^ said the caliph, ^* you are 
next the throne : forget not your ow|:i les- 
sons. Shew mercy, and you shall find it.'* 

The man, filled with astonishment and 
surprize, beheld the person with whom he 
had spioken in the morning'. . 

Mean time the sun was warm — ^the worm 
whose life the new vizier had saved, opened 
its shelly back,' and gave birth to a fly, that 
buzzed about^ and enjoyed his' new-born 
wings with raptujse; he settled on the mule 
that carried the vizier, and stung him; — 
4ht mule pranced, and threw his uhaccus- 
I 2 tomed 
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itaand rider ; — the vizier hung by a part of 
his robe, and was killed by a stroke of the 
areatures heel. ' 

The account was brought to the palac^^ 
and evai those who had mur^iured at the 
sudden exaltation of tlie man, pitied that. 
4eath he owed to his virtue : even provi 
dence was censured; so daring and so ig- 
norant is man. But the caliph, superior, 
to the rest in virtue, as in office, lifting up 
Jus hands to heaven, cried, *^ Blessed be 
thy sacrad name, O pi'ophet ! — I deqreed. 
transitory honours to Atelmoaile, but thou 
hast snatched him to those that never fade 
•—to Paradise/' 

^^ It was a naughty fly, however, ma- 
dam,'^ said Miss Wentworth, "that stung, 
the beast, and made him kill so good a 
man." ^^ The poor fly,*' replied Mrs. 
Corbett, " was, my lova, but a weak in-^ 
Btrument in the hands of our great Creatori 
perhaps to snatch the virtuoua Atehnouk 

from 
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from impending danger ; for who can an^ 
swer, whether his morals would have re- 
mained untainted amidst the splendour and 
vice of courts ; or might not envy at this 
unexpected preferment, have raised him 
aiemieS that would never have ceased pur- 
suing him until covered with disgrace they 
had brought him to shame and death. I 
shall now relate to you ^^ The Man of 
Spleen," a moral tale," 
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THE 

MAN OF SPLEEN; 

OR, THE 

UNEXPECTED TRANSISJON. 

A MOBAL TAJLE. 



Hi 



L APPINESS is what all men wish for, 
what all men may, in one respect or other, 
attain, hut what few— alad! a very few 
indeed — are found in reality to possess.— 
With every meanS to he happy within their 
grasp, we often fitid misery peculiarly tri- 
umphant in the bosoms of the rich and 
great; and though blessed beyond the mul« 
titude of their fellow creatures with what 
we gencrajly termed blessings — ^health, 

WttJth, 

Digitized by Google , 



A MORAL TALC. 103 

weajth, and an honourable name — ^they still 
seem to labour, as it were, to be wretched* 

To this class of deplorable infatuation 
bdonged the Hon. Sir Frederic Rutledge j 
the only surviving branch of an opulent and 
once numerous family in the county of 
Westmoreland ; though from the rank he 
held in life the most respectable charac- 
ters in the neighbourhood would have 
thpught themselves honoured by his com** 
paay, and his friendship ; yet so little was 
the splenetic baronet inclined to cultivate 
a coiuiexion with mankind in general^ 
that ije neither enjayed, nor indeed seemed 
desirous to enjoy, any of the sweets that 
flow from the usual cwnmerce of society. 

If his fortune was great, his wants, how- 
ever, w^re few. These, by leading a uni- 
form life of rigid fimgality and temperance, 
1^ bad contracted withiii a narrow com- 
pass. He had no idea that his riches might 
be rendered subser^ienX to his happiness f 

• he 
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he was a stranger to every passion. which 
might determine him by motives of plea- 
sure I and he esteemed no engagement 
gufRciently binding to influence him by 
the calls of duty. 

His condition became, at length so irk- 
5om? to him, that after, a . number of 
gloomy reflections, he began to entertain 
an impious doubt whether it might not l>c 
justifiable to relinquish "a life from, which, 
to all appearance, he could ne^'er reap any 
satisfactionj.and he argued with himself 
on this principle merely, that an uncertain 
existence, Hke that which succeeds to 
dealh, is preferable to an existence in wWtb 
the only things to be experienced as certain 
are^ langour, ditJgust, and sorrow. 
• Already was he fixed as i& tlie mode of 
destroying himself. In. this p^urbed state 
of mind, liappening one day to take a soli- 
tary walk in the fields, he met a man whom 
fortune, in angry mcod, had suddenly re- 
, . • . '- ' duced 
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duced from a state of comfortable inde- 
pendence to a state of abject poverty ; and 
who, no longer capable of earning a sub- 
iistence by his industry^, was forced to rely 
upon the charity of the public. Observing 
the distress and melancholy which the ba- 
ronet seemed to labour under, as he saun- 
tered along absorbed in thought, he ven- 
tured, after respectfully accosting him, to en- 
quire if he had ought to oppress him which 
it might lie in the narrow compass of his 
power to alleviate. Sir Frederic answered 
him wi til an angry frown, and in a tovie which 
denoted him a rich, but a discontented man. 

** Alas !" exclaimed the hapless victim 
of adversity to him, with a sigh — -^^ alas ! 
Sir, why do you not permit other people 
to partake of that wealth which to you ap- 
pears so useless.*' 

This reproach so forcibly, yet so respect 
ftflly uttered, gave birth to a thousand re- 
flections in the bosom of Sir Frederic. Fop 

the 
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the first time m his life he^ found ^ p^^ 
Siure in the idea that fortune had enabkd 
him to soften the' calamities of virtuous 
poverty; and th^t.if he was not bom to be 
happy himself, he was at least bom to &x^ 
deavour to render others so. 

After a little more conversation together, 
he desired the poor ffian to accompany him 
to his house ; where, immediately on that 
arrival, he desired him to mention what 
he thought was Wanting to establish hi$ 
felicity. The man, who was not, a litdc 
struck wilh this behaviour in a person of 
Sir Frederic's character, plainly told him 
that he had no relish for those enjoyments 
which are only to be found in affluence; 
but that a little sum of money, which might 
once more put him in a situation to pro- 
vide for his family, would suffice ta gratify 
his utmost ambition.* 

The money was instantly produced, and 
put' into his hands : nor had many weeks 

elapsed 
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elapsed before be made it appear, instead 
of misemploying his welcome present, he 
had with so much prudence improi^ed it^ 
that w^t and sorrow were banished from 
under his humble roof. Sir Frederic at- , 
tentively marked the progress of his work J 
and alike impressed with the pleasure of 
having removed the distresses of an unfor* 
lunate family, and with the testimonies of 
igratitude which he continually received ai 
the reward of his bounty, he became sen- 
sible, that an occupation so agreeable in 
itself, and so exalted in its tendency, had 
been productive of the most salutary con- 
sequcHCcs to himself. 

Thus were his ideas by degrees expanded. 
He was at no loss to comprehend that the 
number of the unfortunate is not confined 
to those who openly ask for charity; and 
' that if an actual beggar was capable of s© 
much sensibility for services done to him, 
he might expect still more from many- 
worthy 
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worthy persons, who, while they labour 
under the same distresses, are endowed 
with a superiour elevation of soul. His 
heart exalted at the thought: and from 
that moment it became his study to find 
out objects deserving of his attention from 
Qihei principles than those of mere huma*» 
nity. 

Of these he discovered numbers; for this 
world is full of people who are unhappy^ 
and who deserve a milder fate. . To the 
favours he bestowed upon them, he added 
that affable and generous deportment which 
exempts a delicate mind from the confu* 
sion of beholding his misery rendered pub^ 
lie, and even from that of knowing by 
whose bounty that misery had been as* 
suaged. 

In daily multiplying his good actions, 
which were often done in secret, and nevct 
made a merit of^ consisted now the god- 
like merit of Sir Frederic; and far from 

hAving, 
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having, as foraierly, ahy idl^ hours to fill 
up, he rather lamented that every ds^y was 
too short, or fled away too fast. Many 
singular effects are related of this disposi* 
Uon for promoting the welfare of his kU 
low creatures, which so opportunely suc- 
ceeded in the breast of Sir Frederic to the 
disgust of an irksome and useless life; and 
the following is, perhaps, none of the least 
striking anecdotes which have been handed 
^bout upon the occasion. 

One evening, as he was walking home-» 
ward alone, after having passed the day as 
usual in exercising his generosity, he over-* 
heard twQ tradesmen in close conversation 
jibout their credit, and their cii'cumstances. 
After frankly acknowledging to each other 
that their situation was desperate, they 
both expressed their sorrow that they were 
unknown to Sir Frederic RuUedge: whose 
beneficence began now to be publicly talk^ 
fdpf* 

K ^^As 
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" As for my part/' said the one, ^* fifty 
guineas would enable me to discharge my 
debts, and restore me to that credit which, 
by misfortunes, added to the burthen of a 
numerous family,. I have unhappily for- 
feited/' 

^^ Fifty guineas,'* exclaimed the other— 
alas! such a sum as that would be far 
from satisfying the demands of my credi- 
tors ; and notwithstanding the many en- 
comiums I have heard bestowed upon Sir 
Frederic's liberality, 1 could never expect 
him 'to lend me five hundred guineas: 
without which it is in vain for me to look 
for happiness." 

Sir Frederic advanced, and spoke to 
them:-r- 

^^ My friends,*' said he, '^ I have heard 
your conversation, and I grieve for your 
distresses, I know Sir Frederic Rutledge, 
of whom you seem to entertain so high an 
opinion 3 and perhaps it may lie in ray 

power, 
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power, by interceding with him, to be of 
some service to you. But Sir Frederic ha^ 
a thousand different matters to attend to^ 
and I cannot promise that he will imme- 
diately undertake to oblige you. At the 
same time you ought not to consider him 
as the only gentleman in the neighbour 
hood who loves to extend his bounty to 
deserving objects. I am willing, my friends, 
to re-estabhsh your circumstances myself; 
previous to which, however, I require on 
your parts two conditions : the one, that 
you will never attempt to discover who 1 
ain — and the other, that you will bring me 
to-morrow^, at this hour, and to thi« place, 
a certificate from the minister of your pa- 
rish, bearing testimony to the integrity of 
your respective characters. '*. 

The honest tradesmen knew not what to 

make of this speech. At first they consi - 

dcred it merely as a banter, or rather, (to 

adopt the moifc modem exprcssidn), as a 

K 2 humbug 5 
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humbug; but, after more mature delibera- 
tion, they determined to try the issue of the 
adventure. 

The next day they aqcordingly repaired, 
at the appointed hour, to the appointed 
pkee of rendezvous. Sir Frederic, as if 
eager to anticipate his promise, was there 
before them, with cash and notes to the 
amount of five hundred and fifty guineas* 
—Let us not attempt to describe the joy 
of the two tradesmen — -it was exquisite- 
it was boundless. — ^They produced the tes- 
timonial which had been required of them j 
and the generous baronet with pleasure re- 
ceived it as the only security for his mo- 
ney; for, in order to prevent a discovery, 
he instantly withdrew. 

Whether it was his intention that this 
sum should be a present, or a simple loan, 
it was impossible for them to determine. 
But the two worthy men, who, in recei- 
ving it, never imagined that it could be 

betowed 
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bestowed upon them as a gift, and who hatd 
meant to give him their notes for it, were 
astonished to find their benefactor so sud- 
denly disappear. Impressed with the most 
exalted sentiments of veneration and grati- 
tude for the stranger who had thus nobly 
and unexpectedly rescued them from want, 
and its consequent attendants,' despair and 
tnisery ; they instantly formed a resolution 
equally laudable, equally extraordinary, as 
the conduct of Sir Frederick himself, 
* On the very morning of the day follow- 
ing, they caused a printed notice to be fixed 
up, in the market-place of the town they 
lived ill, of all the circumstances attending 
their adventure, with a declaration, by 
which they entered into an engagement, in 
the fece of the public, to restore, at certain 
periods, the, sum which they acknowledged 
they had received. In order to remove 
every appearance of doubt, they farther en- 
*gaged to deposit it in the hands of a uia- 
K 3 gistrate. 
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gistrate, with an authority for him to de- 
liver it to the person who should produce 
the indentical cerificates which they had 
given to the generous strange. ' 

A conduct so noble could not but attract 
universal admiration. This was not a little 
encreased the next day, when another 
printed notice appeared, with the dcdara 
tion on the part of the benefactor. He 
protested, that overjoyed at the thoughts of 
having so happily employed his bounty, be 
required no other return for it than the 
sensibility of two hearts, which seemed to 
him to have displayed such exalted proofs 
of gratitude; and taking the public to wit- 
ness that he relinquished to his two worthy 
friends all property in the sutn he had 
given to them ; he added, that, in order 
to deprive him of the smallest title, ever to 
claim it again, he had already forwarded 
the certificattes alluded to, to the magistrate* 

It was-not till a considerable time after, 

that 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A MOHAL TAtfi. IJi 

that the author of this noble action wad 
discovered) and perhaps^ by the obscurity 
in which, from motives of delicacy, he had 
involved it, it never would have been known 
that Sir Frederic Rutledge '^^as the man, 
if his steward had not helped to reveal it, 
by casually acknowledging, one day, that, 
at the precise period of the event, lie had 
furnished the Baronet with sums to the ex- 
act amount of what the two honest, though 
industrious tradesmen had so seasonably 
received. 

^* Think my deat children, of the neces- 
sity you are under of contributing as much 
as in you lies, to the relief of virtuous po- 
verty ! Imitate Sir Frederic, and like him 
you will never go abroad, but to do good, 
nor return home but to be happy. 

The thne of our se^^ratio^. draws nigb^ 

yet I believe I can exteqd it alitUe, to read 

to you. a very pretty Eastern fable called 

Zaphpa." 
- ZAPHNA, 

\ 
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ZAPHNA- 

AN EASTERN FABLE. 



iL^APHNA was the son of Abnor: the 
blossom of his strength: the first fruit of 
^ his love to Rishama, The heavens smiled 
on the moment of his birth-^his statue was 
as the cedar on mount L,ibanus — his beauty 
as the blush of the morning — his strength 
surpassed the sons of men — and his mind 
was formed to receive knowledge. • ■ 

The fire of youth inflamed the pride of 
his heart— he lived as he listed j aaid knew 
no law beside his will. Pleasure courted 
his enjoyment; and glory waited on his 
steps. He saw beauty, and it melted in 
his embrace — the wings of his. speed out- 
flew the fears of tlic hind — the lion shrunk 

under 
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tinder his hand 5 and the lioness fled af- 
frighted from her whelps before him. Dan- 
ger faded in his frown — ^he heard the noise 
of the battle with a smile ; and the number 
of his foes increased his glory. He was 
sated with pleasure — he foimd that fame 
wa« but an empty sound. 

The sun had climbed the heavens ; and 
the brightness of his beams burned fiercely. 
Zaphna laid him down, on the verge of a 
fountain, to consider what he should eiigoy 
next. Cooler thought opened new pursuits : 
knowledge looked tempting to his mind ; 
and prudence inclined his heart to wealth. 
He turned over the writings of the sages : 
. he considered the sayings of the wise. Ht 
found that all was vanity — he desisted from 
the fruitless search. 

Riches promised more solid enjoyment : 
he traversed the parched desart — ^the raging 
of the sea stopped not his course his — ^wealth 
Icnew no bounds — his horses and his ca- 
mels 
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mtls were without number: hisfloclcs aiid' 
his herds, as the sands on the shore : and 
the sea groaned beneath the ships of his 
merchandize. Unhappiness came with 
riches : he lost the quiet of liis mind— care 
filled his pillar with thorns — ^and sleep fled 
from his eyelids.. The whistling of the 
winds terrified him — the robber in the 
jaight, broke his rest — the noise of a falhng 
leaf made him start. 

' He climbed an high mountain- — he built 
him a strong castle — and laughing in his 
heart, said to himself, ^^ here shall I be 
s^fe.'* . But ftar followed him, and unhap- 
piness broke into his fortress. He was 
amazed — he communed \yith his heart, and 
said, ^^ whence can this oe?" 

His eyes were ppened — the errors of his 
life were displayed before him. He hum- 
bled himself before heaven — ^lie determined 
to alter his ways. Reason came at his call, 
and shewed him the path that leads to hap- 
piness; 
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piness. He descended fromthe mountain — 
he shared his wcahh with his friends — his 
flocks and his herds became a blessing to 
the poor. Peace returned to his heart, and 
happiness smiled upon him. 

The sun was gone behind the hills — the 
breath of the evening refreshed him, after 
the fatigues of the day — he sat down among 
his friends, in the shade of his own vine — 
he recounted the accidents and labour of 
his life — he* compared things past w^ith the 
present — ^he shewed what is to be, by what 
has been — rcxperience opened his mouth ; 
and benevolence tuned his voice. Wisdom 
and safety flowed from his lips ; and plea- 
sure accompanied his sayings* The aged 
heard him with delight — the instruction of 
his words \Vas written on the hearts of the 
'young. The measure of his happiness was 
full — the name of Zaphna is a sweet odour 
ascending- to heaven. 



EIGHTH 

igitized by Google 



ISO THK HAPPINESS OF 

4.t'"" ^ ' - - = 



EIGHTH EVENING. 
HAPPINESS 

OF 

A VIRTUOUS LIFE. 
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J[N a lovely valley, between the chalky 
cliffs of Chaldee, watered by a perennial 
stream from tlie ancient Euphrates, Barcas, 
descended from the patriarchs of old, had 
pitched his tents. A towering oak, ve-. 
netable with age, the shadow of whose 
spi^di'ig br^nphes offered a cooling retreat 
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from the noontide rays, stood before them; 
and behind them a lofty grove of citrons 
and pomegranates, delighted the eye of the 
traveller, and gave its spicy odours to the 
fltittering breeze. His doors were always 
open to the stranger and the fatherless) the 
indigent found him a generous benefactor, 
and the oppressed a powerful protector* 
He delighted to remove the chilling hand 
of poverty from the unfortunate, and to 
pour the balm of comfort into the breast pf 
the friendless. Filled with the generous 
principles of virtue and beneficence, he was 
not contented with enjoying happiness him- 
self,, but desirous of extending it to all the 
human race. 

He always pitched his tents within sight 
of some principal road, that the weary 
traveller might find refreshment, and rest 
iecurely after the toils of the day 

Among the rest that visited the hospi- 
table tents of JBarcas, was Selim, Prince of 
L , Ardcfli 
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Arden, who had been driven from his coun- 
try by the Sophi of Persia. His counte- 
nance was clouded with cares and disap^r' 
pointments; and his attention wholly cm- 
plo}'ed in meditating on his misfortunes. 

Barcas received the unfortunate stranger 
with that cordial affection wfiich Jiad en- 

' deared hira to, all the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring countries. He treated him 
Jfi the most hospitabfe manner, tand en- 
deavoured by a chearf ul and engaging con- 
versation, to banish that melancholy wiiich 
|>feyedupon his mind ; but finding all hia 
Cideavonrs fruitless,- he thus addressed the 
Prince of Arden. 

^f Some misfortmie, heavier than thog^e 
common to the sons of men, bias doubtk;ss 
fallen upon thee, and thy spirits are unable 
to support the pond^dus \^eight y but telj 
me, thou that hast drank deep of the cup* 
of afRictiou, is it impossible to remove the 
cftuse of thy gricf^ or to nlitigatc thy sor- , 

' row f 
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row ? Is the dart of affliction pierced so far 
into thy breast that it cannot be drawn, and 
is the wound too deep to admit of a cure ? 
Remember that the path of life lies along 
the margin of the river of adversity, and 
every human beii^ is obliged to drink often 
of its bitter stream. But let not tlie mis- 
'fortunes common to all the children of men 
discourage us, nor deprive us of those in- 
nocent pleasures which the bountiful Fa- 
ther of the Universe hath scattered around 
us with a liberal hand.'* 

^^ Thy reasonings, Barcas," replied the 
stranger, ^^ are doubtless just ; but misfor- 
tunes like mine are too many to be re 
moved> and too heavy to Mt supported : 
thou canst not be a stranger to the me- 
lancholy fate of Selim, Prince of Ardei?. 
He lately flourished like a tall cedar on the 
mountains, and was eminently distinguished 
among the princes of the earth. The op- 
pressed of different nations implored his 
L 2 • protection. 
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protection, and at his command the prouj 
tyrants of the neighbouring countries laid 
the rod of oppression aside. But the haughty 
.Persian prevailed against him, and laid all 
his honours in the dust. His populous 
cities are destroj-ed, and deluged with the 
blood of their inhabitants — ^his fruitful fields 
are turned into a desart — and his wives and 
children captives in the house of an impe- 
rious master. O Barcas ! can misfortunes 
like these be supported with patience, or 
lessened by the generous aid of friendship ? 
^— I well know, that if thy wisdom can point 
out a remedy for my grief, thy sincere de- 
sire of being serviceable to all the sons and 
daughters of affliction, will not suffer thee 
to conceal it." 

^^ Selim," replied the shepherd of Chaldee, 
^* thy misfortunes are certainly grievous, 
und lieavy to be borne ; but let not thy 
hours be spent in fruitless complainings, 
noT dare to pry into the arcana of heavei^. 

Call 
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Call not the afflictive turns of life evil, ti|i 
thou art aUe to comprehend the intention 
-for which they were sent ; and the good 
which for ought thou knowest, may arise 
frotn them. View thyself with care and 
sincerity, and take a true list of ^I thy 
vices ; remember the Allwise Being is bet- 
ter acquainted with thy frame, and con- 
siders tliouartbut a child of dust. — ^BUme 
not the Governor of the Universe, because 
thou can' St not search the proftfndity of his 
measures, nor find out the depth of his 
judgments; consider thy sight at present 
is very imperfect, and confined within very 
narrow bounds. — ^But, thou shalt soon put 
off the veil of mortality; and thou shalt 
then be capable nf surveying things ^hich 
are now. invisible. — ^The clouds of misfor- 
tune and vapours of affliction shall be then 
dispersed — the billows of grief which now 
rage, shall sink into a calm.-— Then shal' 
the 5yslcm of Providence be revealed, and 
. L 3 .the 
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the ways of heaven made known to the 
children of men. Learn therefore, Selim^ 
to govern the unrjily passions of thy re- 
pining soul, and reign emperor over thy- 
self. Remember that the thii^ thou hast 
lost, were only lent thee by that being who 
formed the universe, and who hath not 
wrested them from thee by a tyrant's arm ; 
but for what purpose is impossible to bo 
known, nor should wretched mortals dare 
to enquire. Submit thyself therefore ,tQ 
his pleasure, and bear thy misfortunes witk 
constancy and resignation." 

These reflections revived the heart of Se«- 
lim, and his countenance became tranquil 
and serene. He thanked the generous 
Barcas for friendly advice^ and departed 
fropi bi» hospitable tents in peace^ 



AN 
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AN 

ORIENTAL FABLE. 

FROM THE FBENCH. 



J\S Omar, the hoary and the wise, wa< 
sitting at the door of his cell, he looked 
toward the desart, and saw a cloud of dust 
that ascended from earth to heaven ; tlie 
tiaravaa was returning from Cairo with 
merchandize and treasure. lie heard a 
confused murmur of many sounds, and at 
length the camels and multitude appeared. 
When they came up, Omar beckoned with 
his hand, and cried out, ^^ Hear me, ye 
sons of traffic— ye labourers for anxiety and 
gain,—- -Gold is bright as the morning, but 
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fatal as the storm at midnight — beware of 
the fatal approach of the serpent— ^beware 
of the beauty of women- -but chiefly beware 
of the power of gold j it i» produced among 
poisons in the liowels of the earth, and its 
fruits are calamity and guilt.'f The cara- 
vans stopped, for every one reverenced the 
virtue and wisdom of Oman ^^ I will tell 
you,'* said Omar, ^* the adventures of Sadir, 
Haran, and Zimur. — Sadir, Haran, aijd 
Eimur, were friends : they were amiable, 
they were young, and their feet had not 
^et deviated from the path of virtue : they 
set out together on a joumeyy and as they 
were travelling along the plams of Indostan^ 
it happened they found a treasure : this was 
at once the test of virtue and friendship. 

Every heart throbbed, and every breast 
was opened to permitted pleasure ; to dividt 
it would haCVe bocn an outrage on the de^ 
licacy and confidence of their amity, 
'5 Let the Bounty of heaven^" said they^ 
, "fee 
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^f be the common blessing of qs all — mu- 
tually to share it without division will at 
once gratify and increase our confidence 
and love." 

As they had now the means of enjoy- 
ment, they determined to enjoy. They 
travelled by shorter stages^ and they pro- 
cured every accommodation that wealth 
could buy. When they reached the next 
town, Zimur was deputed by Sadar and 
Haran to procure them provisions 5 an of- 
fice that suited his taste, his knowledge, 
and his activity. As soon as he was gone, 
Sadir and Haran fixed their eyes upon' the 
treasure, and sat some time silent; at 
length they stole a glance at each other 5 
each wais conscious to his own wish^ and 
thought he saw it reflected from the coun- 
tenance of his friend. They began a con* 
versation, in which this wish was mutually 
disclosed by almost imperceptible degrees. 
^ If we should secure this goldj and de- 
part, 
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part," said Sadir, ^^ whom could Zimuf 
biame but his own indiscretion ? — ^would it 
pot make two more happy than three ? — • 
shall we not gain at least what he will lose; 
•—and can w:e deserve an opportunity Ave ne- 
glect to improve }"^ — ^f-The wise only" re* 
plied Haran, ^^ are appointed to prosperity 5 
Zimur has no right to share the treasure 
with us ; and we shall only fulfil an un- 
changeable decree if we keep the whole to 
ourselves.'' — ^^ It is true," answered Sadir, 
*^ but if he sliould again find us, he may 
question the determination^ and claim hit 
part." 

^^This," said Haran, *^must be prevented ; 
the dead are silent, and cease from trou- 
bling.'* Such Was the wish that gold ex- 
cited in the hearts of Sadir and Haran ; and 
€Uch was the crime by which it was ac^ 
compUshcd. Zinmr returned in the even- 
ing, weary with labour, and pleased with 
the anticipation of refreshment and rest. 

Hia 
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His associates seized him at a disadvantage, 
extended hin; upon the earthy and stran- 
gled him with the band of his turban. \ 

When he was dead, they sat dowTi t«o 
the repast he had provided for them ; but 
in a few minutes the hand of death was 
ppon them — they became pale — they shud- 
dered — a cold sweat covered their limbs, 
and they gazed at each other without powet 
to speak. In this speechless agony of de- 
spair and horror, the struggle oi nature 
for life was short, and both sunk down 
together, were convulsed — groaned-^and- / 
expired. _y 

*^ Was. this the work of a divine avenger? 
did the Almighty punish by controuling 
nature, and was justice miraculous that 
guilt might tremble \ Is not ,nature the 
handmaid pf the Almighty ? — and is not 
wickedness the rod of his displeasure? — 
Zimur had poisoned the food he purchased, 
that be might himself secure the treasure, 

and 
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and fulfil the same purpose upon his com 
panions, that his companions fulfilled upon 
him. The treasure then is without a 
master, to whom shall it belong 5 let not 
your liearts desire it in secret, least the 
crimes at wliich you now tremble, ye be 
tempted to commit.— With that bounty 
which the hand of nature scatters, be 
content ; and to the Lord of Nature, be 
thaokful.'* 



Mrs, Corbett, having taken a short time 
for recollection, proceeded to relate to her 
young pupils, the following Allegorical 
Eastern Stoi^'. 
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AN 

ALLEGORICAL 



EASTERN STORY. 



K. 



JNG Raja S^straorsom going to make 
a vi$it to a Brahman^ saluted him thus ; 
^ The fame of thy piety hath ih(Juced me 
and my retinue to come and sup and take 
a. night's lodging with thee/* The Brah- 
man Siamdichemi, (for that was his name) 
being much concerned how to provide for 
so many thousand persons, at last conside- 
red of the white cow, called Camdoga, 
which belonging to Rajah Inder, king pf 
the blessed souls, ftirnished those, who 
have her in their possession, with ev^ry tiling 
M /they 
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they wish for. Having therefore dpsired 
Inder to send him the said cow of plenty, 
he granted his request. The cow being sent, 
the Brahman desired Raja ai|d hi^ attend- 
ants to sit down to supper; which was 
served with such variety and plenty, tliat 
Raja, who came upon no other account 
than to ridicule the Brahman's poverty, 
stood amazed thereat 5 • and farther to try 
his ability, asked him to present him; \\ith 
some jewels 5 which the Brahman having 
presented him with, (much beyond what 
could be expected) Raja asked him for 
some money and cloaths for his people -5^ 
which being "likewise brought him, he re- 
solved also to stay the next day — ^and being 
served at table vvuth the same plent\" as be-, 
fore, he staid also the third day— when 
meeting with the sam^ entertainment, he 
was amazed to find from whence all this 
plenty of provisions, clothes, and riches 
could Qomtj in a place where he eatpected 

•o 
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^ little 5 especially since he observed that 
all was brought out of the Brahman's Rut, 
which wds not big enough to hold half the 
quantity. This made him order some of 
his spies to take particular notice whether 
there was not a vault in the ground, from 
whence all those things were brought. 
The. spies, watching all opportunities to 
satisfy tlieir jmaster's curiosity, found at 
last that a slender white cow did bring forth 
all these things, which she threw out of 
licr stomach ; whereof immediate notice 
was given to Raja. The next morning as 
he was taking leave of the Brahman^ being 
aaked .by him, Avhether he was desirous of 
any thing else; he told him, that he 
wanted nothing more than the white cow 
he had seen in his hut. The Brahman 
replied, that being not his own, she was^ 
not at bis disposal. 

^^ How 1'' said Raja, ^^ will you deny me 

so »matl a request, after you have heaped 

Ms so 
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SO many obligations on me before !" 
^^ What, I did" said the Brahman, ^^ was 
in my own power, but this is not/' Raja 
replied, " itjs in my power to take her 
against your wilK" And then calling some 
of his followers, he commanded them to 
fetch the while cow out of the hut. The 
Brahman seeing his beloved cow thus 
^snatched from him, told her at parting ; 
dear Camdogo, must I thus leave you !— 
how can I answer this to Raja Inder, thy 
master ?— Revenge thyself at once both of 
thine, and mine enemies. The cow. Cam* 
doga, no sooner heard those words, but 
assuming a shape three times bigger than 
her own, she laid about her with her horns 
to that degree, that she killed and trod 
under foot several of Raja Sestrgorsom's 
people ; which done, ^he flew like lighten- 
ing up into the air, to her own master." 

^^ This story, in the literal meaning of 
it, is ^ senseless account of some pagan 

idolatary 
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idolatry among the East Indians; but 
taken in an allegorical sense, is full of 
•fine morals, and capable of many instruct 
live applications. Let us suppose trad6 
meant by this cow of plenty^ and then see 
what a variety of pretty ideas and notions 
oflfbr themselves at once to our imagina- 
• tion : by the miserable wretched hut of the 
Brahman,^ may be understood any poor 
barren country, which by trade is imme^ 
diately rendered opulent and abounding in 
all things — aplenty of provisions, "sumptu- 
ous a{>parel, gold, diamonds, and whatever 
• else the earth produces, either for the nc^ 
cesslties and conveniencics, or even luxury 
of life, is brought home to our owndoors^/^ 
^^ Again^ my dear pupils, by the cha* 
racier of this good Brahman, we are to 
understand that piety, temperance, and 
frugality, are necessary virtues to be prac- 
tised by the people of any country, 'were 
trade flourishes; for wc find il bestowed 
M 3 by 
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by the king of the blessed souls as a re* 
ward for his piety and virtue." 
. ^^ That trade cannot be forced, or driven 
out of its proper channel, but must have 
its natural course, we find typified ta us 
by the Brahman himself, not having thi^ 
cow in his own disposal; — and the king*s 
being unable to obtain her, explains to us 
the inconsistency of trade with arbitrary 
power;— and that liberty and property must 
be secure, where trade is established and 
maintained. — We see farther, that trade 
cannot even exist where fraud, violence, 
oppression, or injustice reigns ; for when 
^he king and his followers attempted by 
force to seize her, she assumes another 
shape, de^roys those who endeavour to 
meddle with her, and flics away from them 
like lightening." Many other useful al- 
legories might be pointed* out in this short 
0tory, that spies and sycophants always sur- 
round kings 5 and make it their business at 
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any rate to satisfy their master's curiosity, 
or evil inclinations 5 but as it grows late, 
I must hasten to relate to you, a Tale I 
have in rcscne for the conclusion of this 
evening's entertainment ——called the 
Friends, 



THE 
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tHE 

F R I ENDS. 

A TALE. ^ 



VV HEN Damon was sentenced by 
Dionysius of Syracuse, to die on such a 
day ; he prayed permission in the interim, 
to retire to his own country,' to set ihQ 
affairs of his disconsolate family in order. 
This the tyrant intended most perempto- 
rily to refuse, by granting it, as he con- 
ceived, on the impossible conditions of his 
procuring some one to remain, as hostage 
for his return, under equal forfeiture of 
life. Pythias heard the conditions, and 
did not wait for an application on the part 
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of Damon ; he instantly offered himself to 
durance in the place of. his friend^ and 
Damon was accordingly set at liberty. 

The king and all his courtiers were 
astonished at this action, as they could not 
.account for it on any allowed principles.. 

Self intrest in their judgment, was the 
sole mover of human affairs | and they 
looked on virtue, friendship, benevolence, 
love cf country and the hke, as terms in- 
vented by the wise to impose upon the 
weak. They therefore, imputed this act 
of Pythias in his dungeon, to the extrava* 
gance of his folly — to the defect of head, 
merely — and no way to any virtue or good 
quality of heart. 

When the day of the destined execution 
drew near, the tyrant had the curiosity to 
Yisit Pythias in his dungeon. Having re- 
proached him for the romantic stupidity, 
of his conduct, and rallied him some time 
for his madnessj in presuming that Damon, 

by 
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by his return, wouW prove as great a fool 
flU himself; *^ my lord, said Pythias, with. 
a firm voice and iloble aspect,** I would it 
were possible that I might buffer a thousand 
deaths, rather than my friend should fail 
in any article of his honour. He cannot 
^fail therein my lord, I am as confident of 
his virtue, as I am of my own existence* 
But I pray, I beseech the Gods to preserve 
the life and integrity of my Damon toge- 
Uier. Oppose him, ye winds ! preyoit tho 
^sagerness of his honourable endeavours I 
and suffer him not to arrive till, by my 
death, I have redeemed a life, a thoussrad 
times of more consequence — more estima- 
tion than my own — ^more estimable to his 
lovely wife — to. his precious Uttle inno- 
cents — to his friends — to his. country. O 
leave me not to die the worst of deaths 
in my Damon. 

Dionysius was confounded and awed by 
the dignity of these senOments, an4 by 

the 
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the manner (still more sentimental) in 
which they were uttered ; he felt his heart 
struck by a slight sense ot invading truth ; 
but it served rather to perplex .than to un- 
deceive him* Kte hesitated— -he would have 
spokcn-^but he lookbd down and retired 
in silence. 

The fetal day arrived. Pythias was 
brought forth, and walked amidst the 
guard, \iith a serious but satisfied air, to 
the place of execution. 

Dionysius was already there. He was 
exalted on a moving throne that was drawn 
by six white horses, and sat pensive and 
attentive to the demeanor of the prisoner. 
Pythias came. — He vaulted lightly on the 
scaffold; and beholding for some time the 
apparatus for. his death, he turned with a 
pleased counteh^ce and addressed the as- 
eembly. 

^< My prayers are heard,'* he cried, 
'^ the GqiH apc propitious ! You koow 

r 1 ^y- 
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my friends, that the winds have been con* 
trary till yesterday. Damon could not 
come— he could not conquer impossibili** 
ties; he will be here to*moiTow, and the.blood 
which, is shed to day shall have ransomed 
the life of my friend. O, could I eras^ 
from your bosoms every doubt, every meau 
suspicion of the honour of the man for 
whom I am about to suffer, I should go 
to my death even as I would to my bridal. 
Be it sufficient in the mean time,' that my 
friend will be found noble — that his truth 
is^ unimpeachable — that he will speedily 
approve it — that he is now on his way, hur- 
rying on, accusing himself, the adverse 
elements, and the Gods. But I haste to 
prevent his speed — executioner to your 
office." 

As he pronounced the la?t words,*a buzz 
began to arise among the remotest of the 
people. A distant voice was heard— thi^ 
'qroud caught the ^^t)rds--and, stop, stop 

th^ 
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the execution !" was repeated by the whole 
assembly. . 

A man came at full speed — the throng' 
gave way to his approach. He was mounted 
on a steed of foam. In an instant he was 
off his horse — on the scaffold — and held 
Pythias straitly embraced. 

^^ You are safe," he cried, ^^ you are 
safe, my friend, my beloved ; the gods be 
praised, you are safe ! I now hax^ nothing 
but death to suffer, and I am delivered from 
the anguish of those reproaches which I 
gave myself for having endangered a life so 
much dearer than my own." 

* Pale, cold, and half speechless in the 
arms of. his Damon, Pythias replied in 
broken accents : ^^ Fatal haste ! — cpue* 
impatience ! — what envious powers hav« 
Vi'rought impossibilities in your favour ? — 
But 1 will not be wholly disappointed — 
since I cannot die to save, twill not sur- 
vive you," ' r .V ... 

N Dionysiu3 
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Diohysius heard, beheld, and considered 
all with astonUhment : — his heart was 
touched — his eyes were opened— and he 
could no longer refuse' his assent to tmths 
so incontestibly approved by their facts. 

He descended from his throne — h6 
Ascended the scaffold. — ^^ Live, live! ye in 
comparable pair !" he exclaimed — ^* You 
have borne unquestionable testimony to the 
existence of virtue i and that virtue equally 
evinces the certainty of the existence of a 
God to reward it. — Live happy, live re- 
nowned ! and, O, -form me by your pire-- 
cepts, as ye have invited me by your exam- 
ple, to be worthy of the participation of so 
sacred a friefndship." 

'^ From this, you may learn the value of 
real Friendship, which coidd not only make 
Pythias willing to die for Damon> but al^a 
vanquish the unfeeling temper of the ty- 
rant of Syracuse.—- rTo-moirow, my Loves, 
we will renew those amu8ement*-*-for the 
]fre8ea*^od night.*' 
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NINTH EVENING. 

REVENGE. 

AN APOLOGUE. 



A HE favorite of a sultan- threw a stone 
at a poor dervise who had requested an 
alms. The insulted Santan dared not to 
complain, but carefully searched for and 
preserved the pebble, projnising himself h^ 
should find an opportunity sooner or later 
to throw it in his turn, at this imperious 
and pitiless wretch. Some time after he 
was told the favorite was disgraced, and by 
order of the Sultan led through the streets 
on a camel^ exposed to the insults of the 
N 2 populace* 
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populace. On hearing this the dervise ran 
to fetch his pebble ; but^ after a moment's 
reflection, cast it into a welL I now per- 
ceive, said hc^ that we ought never to seek 
revenge when our enemy is powerful, for 
then ,it is imprudent ; nop wbcu, be is in- 
volved in calamity — for then it is mean 
and cruel/' ^ 

The excellent moral contained in this 
^hort Apologue, my dear children, said 
Mrs* Corbcst, renders it unnecessary'^ for 
me tQ expatiate ftirther on it; Twill tliere- 
fore continue my, or rather your amuse- 
ment, by giving you an instance of grati- 
tude in a poor Indian, which would confer 
credit on the piost enlightened European, 



GRATITUDE. 
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GRATITUDE. 



VTRATITUDE is a passion so firmly 
implanted in the human breast, by the 
great Author of Nature, that all the human 
race, from the prince that sways the sceptre 
over a free and civilized people, to the 
meanest inhabitant of the solitary desart, 
feel its power, and are ambitious of che- 
rishing its godlike dictates. 

Many years past, one of the New Eng* 
Jand hunters discovered an Indian in the 
woods, almost perished with hunger. He 
had, it seems, fallen from a precipice, and 
dislocated his ancle, which had rendered 
him incapable either of returning, or pro-r 
viding himself with sustenance in these 
extetisive forest?. The American, moved 
N 3 with 
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with the deplorable sight of seeing a fellow 
mortal reduced to such extremity, afforded 
him all the relief in his power; he gave him 
such provisions as he had collected for him- 
self, and with the greatest labour and fa- 
tigue conveyed him to his hut, which whs 
above sixty .miles distant from the plac^ 
where the generous American found him. 
The savage expressed the strongest sense of 
gratitude to his deliverer j and at parting, 
told him, that if ever he should be so un- 
fortmiate as to see him in distress, he would 
spill the last drop of his blood to relieve 
him, or alleviate his sufTerings, 

In the beginning of the year seventeen 
hundred and fifty-eight, the generous Ame- 
rican had the misfortune to be taken> with 
several others, by a party of Indians; and 
used with all the shocking barbarity these 
«avage invaders so often exercised on the 
innocent inhabitants. At last, spent, 
with fatigue, and the inhuman treatment 
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he had met with, he was unabk to follow 
his unrelenting masters to their village ; he 
sunk under the wmght of their savage 
cruelty, and expected every moment the 
friendly atroke that would put at once a 
period both to his life and sufferings. 
- The Indians now gathered round him^, 
and were just going to exercise on him their 
inhuman tortures, when a company of their 
countrymen joined them, in their return 
from hunting, among which w^s the In- 
dian whose life he had some yeard be- 
fore so fortunately preserved. He viewed 
the unfortunate stranger with great atten- 
tion, and soon perceived him ta be no 
other than his former deliverer. Almost 
distracted at seeing his benefactor in such 
distress, he flew to his assistance, raised 
his head from the earth, and used every 
method in his power to revive him> and 
fill his breast with tbe hopes of life and 
liberty, 
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His countrymen were amazed at his con- 
duct J and one, more savage than the rest, 
endeavoured to separate him from the pri- 
soner, and execute on him their brutal 
tortures. But the faithful Indian opposed 
his insulting countrymen^ and related the 
obligation he was. under of saving the pri- 
soner from their fury j and supporting the 
life of a person to whom he was indebted 
for his own. '^^ If you persist,'* said he to 
bis countrymen ^^in your design of des^oy* 
ing the prisoner, you must open a passage 
through my breast to strike the blow — He 
generously assisted me when hunger had 
almost deprived me of life; ^nd I will now 
rescue him, or perish in the attempt.'* 

The Indians applauded his conduct, and 
peripitted him to di$po3e of the prisons: a$ 
td pleased. Having thus obtained the li^ 
berty ojf his deliverer, be conveyed him to 
his cabi|i, and by the most assiduous care 
^nd attention, recovt^d hi^ health and 

^ strf^gth^ 
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s^englh ; and then conducted him through 
the fgrests t> his habitation. 



^^ This instance of gratitude may serve 
%o convince us, that the Indians^ if pro- 
perly instnicted, might be rendered useful 
members of society ; and perhaps many of 
their vices are owing to the pernicious ex- 
ampks of our o^Yn countrymen ; who, in- 
stead of instilling into them th6 principles 
of virtue and religion, have debauched ihtir 
morals^ and taught tliem deceit instead of 
probity; anjd drunkeiuicss instead of ab- 
stinence." 



FATIMA^ 
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As 



lS Fatlmawas musing one day in her- 
chamber, >he perceived a 'fly entangled in 
the spider's \vel> : the struggles it made to 
get loose^ awoke her pity ; and the exul- 
tation with which it soared about in the 
air, when she had delivered it from' the 
danger, shewed its sense of the blessings 
of liberty. This thought awoke repinings 
in the mind of Fatima, that made all the 
splendour and pleasures that surrounded 
her tasteless. She retired into the garden 
to indulge her restless meditations, till wea- 
ried with wandering, she laid her down un- 
der the shade of a tree ; she had not en* 
joyed the refreshment of slumber long, be- 
fore she was awoke by a poignant sting from 
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a fly, upon her lip : she started, and look- 
ing round to he avenged of the disturber, 
haw a monstrous serpent creeping toward 
the place where she had been asleep. This 
sight made her forget the pain, that awoke 
her: she fled the place directly ; and stop- 
"ping, as soon as she thought herself safe 
from danger, to return thanks to heaven 
for her escape,- she saw a fly, hovering, 
and playing about her, with all the signs 
of pleasure it could give ; which she knew 
to be the same she had delivered, by its 
soaring off into the air, in the same ex- 
ulting flights as before. 

Fatima acknowledged the benefit, and 
fironi tbat tmie never missed aft opportunity 
of shewing kindness to every creature sh** 
met; convinced it was in the power at 
those, which appeared the most contonp- 
, tible, to. make a grateful return of th€^.ob^ 
ligation, 

ZEMROUDE, 
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jtiE^IROUDE was the daughter of the 
caliph Ilaroun Abraschidei by his best 
beloved Sultanna, Zelide. The beauties of 
her fonn equalled the splendour 6f her 
birth; but her mind was not answerable 
to either ; pride Sullied her charms, and 
cruelty made her power terrible to all who 
approached her. Her father was alarmed 
at such an abuse of his favour, and re- 
strained her hand, till reason should amend 
her heart* But his pious intentions were 
frustrated, by the malice of her evil genius, 
who turned all her rage upon fhe deFcncc- 
^t'ss, innocent creatures, whose omhappy 
dtstiny subjected them to her {)ower. 
Her ever}' «ieg. crushed out the lives of 

the 
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the most harmless insects of the earth — the 
most beauteous insects of the morning, she 
transfixed with her bodkin; and smiled 
with savage pleasure at their helpless writh-- 
ings — ^her favorite monkey she starved to 
death— and burned out the eyes of her 
humming birds, with an heated needle. 

Such a disposition provoked the wrath of 
heaven: the angel of death wj^s sent to pvit 
an end to her cruelty, in a manner, that 
should make her sensible of its effects. Like 
the lion in the' desert, she was, walking 
alone in the garden of her palace, in the 
cool of the evening^ when spying an ant, 
carrying its eggs to a place of safety, she 
ran to trample it to death 5 and pleased with 
the thought of killing it, in this act of pa*, 
•ternal care, stamped her foot, with double 
fury, upon it : this eagerness hastened the 
punishment of her crimes. 

The ground upon which she stood, was 

hollow, and filled with the n^ts of every 

O noxious 
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noxious insect^ that infects Ae fidds. Thb 
foTce^ with which 2^mroude staniped 
upon the asit, broke through the vaulted 
roof of this receptacle 5 and she suidc in- 
stantly among them. Such an invasion 
alarmed all their rage : they rushed in mil- 
lions on the common foe^ and stung h^ 
in every part, with the most enraged ve- 
nom. She shrieked — she called for help, 
hut in vain ; her voice was' beard, hsut 
tione hasted to approach her: ddighted ^ A 
the ficlamationsof her anguish. Thus pe- 
rished the wretched Zemroudc^ in the very 
^^ommission of her crimes ; a striking in-* 
stance of the \vrath, with which heaven 
]>utrsues cruelty against its meanest crea- 
tures; the beauty which enflamed her pride 
being effaced, and her body swoln into a 
shapeless mass, loathsome to the meanest 
slave, before death put aa end to her torr 
tures. .' 

*^I slmll only add, that as the highest 
* compliment 
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compliment ever paid to human nature in 
general, is the calling the most amiable of 
the virtues, humanity, from it 5 so it must 
reflect no small honour, on the female sex, 
to have this lovely instancie of^ that virtue 
attributed, in a particular manner to wo 

man.'* 

Such was the evening entertainment of 
nine days : Mrs. Corbett's inculcating 
knowledge, and instruction, ir> t^ie fj^pi^ 
nating dress of amusement. 
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